
How Old is the Earth?

Bible Chronologies
In the Bible, we find many lists which include the names of people and how long those
people lived. The lists are known as chronologies. If we add up the people’s ages, we can
figure out how much time has gone by since Adam and Eve were first created. As it turns out,
it seems that the earth is somewhere between about six thousand to ten thousand years old.

Why is the age of the earth so important?
Evolution says that everything has come about by random chance. Since that is impossible,
evolutionists try to fix it by saying that over millions of years almost anything can happen. In
their minds, the more time evolution has had, the more likely things can develop (or evolve)
by random chance. For that reason, evolutionary theory says that the earth is actually billions
of years old, instead of the thousands of years that the Bible indicates.

Which viewpoint is right?
If God is the One who actually made the world, then He knows the truth; and He has told
us about creation in His Word. How exciting it is to know that science confirms that the
Bible is right about the age of the earth!

Days of the Creation Week
Many Christians do not understand the importance of the age of the earth. Unfortunately,
they believe evolutionary claims that the earth is billions of years old. Now, those Christians
have a problem (or so they think!). How do they equate the Creation account with an
evolutionary old earth? Well, instead of sticking to God’s truth, they try to squeeze the
eternal truths of the all-knowing God into the theories of imperfect humans!

Fitting Millions of Years into the Bible
Since Bible chronologies show Earth to be young, Christians who believe that science has
proven Earth to be very old try to fit evolution’s millions of years into the days of the creation
week. They say that each creation day was a very long period of time, instead of being a
twenty-four hour day.

The Old Testament (OT) was originally written in Hebrew. One Hebrew word for "day" is
the word "yom."  Almost every time, in the hundreds of times it is used in the OT, it means
a plain, ordinary, twenty-four hour day. Occasionally the word "yom" can mean a period of
time; but in the Genesis creation account, God had the writer always include other words
like the first and the second. The Bible also says that it was evening and morning the first
day, the second day, and so on.  Whenever "yom" is used with the words "first" and "second"
or with "evening and morning", it always means a real twenty-four hour day – not a long
period of time!
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Stalagmite Formation
Stalagmites form when water drops from
the ceiling of the cave. Minerals inside the
drops stack one on top of another, eventually
creating beautiful stalagmites.

Evolutionists claim that this process happens
very slowly and, therefore, that stalagmites
must take hundreds of thousands of years
to form. If that is true, the Bible cannot be
right when it indicates that the earth is less
than ten thousand years old.

Could it be that the Book of Genesis is just a story about God using evolution to create?
Actually, the order of evolution is completely different from the account in Genesis.
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The Bat-lagmite!

In October 1953, National Geographic
published a picture of a bat that was
stuck in a stalagmite in the Carlsbad
Caverns of New Mexico. How did this
bat get stuck? How do stalagmites
form?

Evolution Creationvs.

Order of Evolution Order of Genesis
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"Six days shall work be done: but the seventh day is the sabbath of rest, an holy
convocation; ye shall do no work therein: it is the sabbath of the LORD in all your
dwellings." Leviticus 23:3

If you believe the days of creation
were millions of years, you would
have to say that we are supposed to
work six million years and rest one
million years. It just does not make
sense.

Mollie Kathleen Gold Mine,
Cripple Creek, Colorado
After mining stopped in 1961, stalag-
mites and stalactites began to form. Only
forty years later, some of the formations
had grown to be nine feet tall and five
inches thick.

Sequoyah Caverns, Alabama
Stalagmites have been observed to grow
ten inches in ten years.

Jenolan Caves, New South
Wales, Australia
In 1954, someone placed a lemonade
bottle under a stalactite. Only thirty-
three years later, a
stalagmite had
encased the bottle.

More Evidence That
Stalactites and

Stalagmites Form
Quickly

The Story of the Bat

The bat in the Carlsbad Caverns stalagmite
reveals an interesting story. This bat most
likely died, fell from the ceiling, and landed
right on top of a forming stalagmite. The
mineral-filled water kept dropping from
the ceiling and minerals began to build up
around the bat.  The stalagmite grew until
it completely encased and fossilized the
bat.

Is this evidence that stalagmites form
quickly? Yes! If the stalagmite grew too
slowly, the bat would have decayed long
before the minerals could cover it. Instead,
it was covered and fossilized before rotting!
The bat’s preservation is great proof that
stalagmites can form rapidly. However, the
preserved bat is not the only proof that
stalagmites form rapidly!
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We can usually tell the age of a tree by counting rings in its trunk. Trees usually grow one
ring a year, though under some conditions the number of rings can vary greatly. Tree rings
are physical processes that can help a scientist determine the age of a tree. Likewise, our
solar system contains hundreds of physical processes that give clues about the age of our
world.

Dr. Russ Humphreys, an ICR physicist, said that if we examine all of the known physical
indicators, 90% of them would clearly show the solar system to be much younger than
evolutionists claim. Only 10% of those indicators are interpreted to show the earth to be
billions of years old. Most of those last 10% get their ages from radioisotopes, which are
covered in the next section. A few of these processes are described below:

The Evidence Shows 
the World to be Young

The Moon
Scientists keeping measurements of the
moon’s distance from the earth know that
it moves away from the earth one centimeter
a year. If time could run backward, it
would not have been that long ago that the
moon’s gravitational force would have been
strong enough to make it impossible for
most things to survive on Earth.

Silt on the Ocean Floor 
Water and wind erode the continents and
deposit materials into the ocean. If the
earth were old, a lot more sediment should
cover the ocean floor. Also, rivers carry salt
into the ocean at a constant rate. If we
calculate how long it would take to build
up the current amount of salt in the ocean,
it is much less than the billions of years
taught by evolution.

Comets
Comets constantly circle the sun; and every
time they pass by, they lose a part of them-
selves. In just a few trips around the sun,
the comets will burn up and cease to exist.
If our solar system is 4.6 billion years old,
then why do we still see them? Maybe, it is
because the solar system and the comets
are much younger than the ages currently
given to them.

Shape of Our Galaxy
The shape of our Milky Way Galaxy is a
spiral with very distinct arms. Our galaxy is
winding itself up. If it were really billions of
years old, these arms would already be
wound tight and blurred.
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& the Bone of Contention

part 2

Evidence for the Young Earth
Evidence for a Young Earth from Agriculture and History

Evolutionists believe that mankind and
apes split about 3 to 8 million years ago.
As cavemen during the "stone age" –
100,000 years ago, mankind was unable
to farm. They were strictly hunters and
gatherers. Then about 10,000 years ago
mankind learned to plant seeds and farm
(this claim is based on archeological
evidence). 

Think about what evolutionists are
assuming – that for 90,000 years man
did nothing but hunt and gather food

from the land! Doesn’t it seem more
likely that someone would figure
out that food could be grown by
planting seeds?

Archeology has found many sites
which show the intelligence of these
"Stone Age" people. For example,
they made huge monuments, drew
beautiful cave paintings, and kept
records of lunar cycles. Why then
couldn’t man figure out how to
farm? The discoveries instead fit
very well with the Bible, that man
was smart from the start.  

Another interesting question is this:
when did humans begin to keep
track of history? According to evo-
lutionists, it was only 5,000 years
ago. Does that seem reasonable? If
early man could use his intelli-

gence to make all these wonderful
things, why would he wait thousands and
thousands of years before recording it?

5,000 Years Ago
Humans began writing

down their history.

10,000 Years Ago
Mankind learned to

farm.

3-8 Million
Years Ago

Mankind split
off from an

ape-like 
creature.
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Biblical
6,000 to 10,000 

Years Ago

God creates the earth and
mankind, who is smart from

the start. Farming begins
shortly after creation.

Believing the Bible makes better sense then believing the evolutionary story. The
Bible says that God created people not that long ago and that they were intelligent
right from the start. If evolutionists believe that farming began only 10,000 years
ago and history was written for the first time 5,000 years ago, those dates fit much
better with the Bible than they do with evolution. 

Although the dates may not be exact, they do show that civilization started suddenly,
only a short time ago. That is another great reason to trust in the Bible when it
teaches a young age for the earth!

Start of Biblical
History

Soon after the creation,
mankind begins to record
the history of God’s people

in the Scriptures.

Mid 1800’s 

Modern mankind begins
to believe that he evolved
from ape-like creatures.

The Bible is Right
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Clams and the Age of the Earth
Thousands of clam fossils, many encased in limestone rock,
are found all over the world. Evolutionists say that the lime-
stone layers formed gradually over very long periods of
time, but the clams tell us a different story.

How do you normally find clam shells on
the beach? They are usually opened up and
often lying in halves. After clams die, the
muscle holding their two shells together
decays and loses its ability to hold the clam
tightly shut. The two halves eventually open
and usually end up breaking apart. 

Why is this evidence that limestone layers
form quickly?

Well, first let us talk about the evolutionary
explanation for limestone formation.

Limestone is made from materials that come from sea animals. According to evolutionists,
at one time an ancient sea very slowly deposited limey material, which, over very long periods
of time, became a huge limestone layer. During the thousands of years that this layer took
to form, clams died, fell to the bottom of the sea, and were, ever so slowly, covered by the
limey mud.

What is wrong with this idea? The fact that
the fossilized clams are closed! As the clams
died, they should have opened up. Remember
the muscle connecting the two halves would
have decayed and caused the halves to separate
from each other. Only pieces and not whole
clams would have been covered by the limey
mud and eventually become fossilized.

Do you get the point? We find many closed
fossilized clams in limestone. The fact that the
fossils are closed clams is great evidence that
the clams were buried very quickly and so
deeply that they could not dig out. The limestone deposit was made so rapidly that the
clams did not have time to open up or break into two pieces. 

What buried those closed clams with limestone so quickly? The evidence fits perfectly with
the worldwide flood of Genesis! The flood’s turbulent waters dumped the clams and the
limey mud together and the layer solidified to become a limestone rock layer full of fossilized
clams. The limestone probably formed very quickly and not over long periods of time.
Furthermore, we find massive limestone layers all around the world! Their size is just one
more bit of evidence that the Flood occurred just like the Bible describes.
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Recounting her story in the June 1997 edition of Earth magazine (which
has since gone out of business), Dr. Schweitzer said: 

When the team brought the dinosaur into the lab, we noticed that some
parts deep inside the long bone of the leg had not completely fossilized.

Earlier in the article she reports:

The lab filled with murmurs of amazement, for I had focused on some-
thing inside the vessels that none of us had ever noticed before: tiny
round objects, translucent red with a dark center.

Then a colleague took one look at them and shouted, "You’ve got red
blood cells. You’ve got red blood cells!"

In 1990, a team from the Montana State University Museum found an almost complete T-rex
skeleton. Later, a team lead by Dr. Mary Schweitzer found red blood cells in the unfossilized
long bone of the leg.

Creation Scientists are
Excited about Discovery

While evolutionists believe that dinosaurs
became extinct almost 65 million years ago,
this discovery of red blood cells in a
dinosaur bone fits perfectly with the Biblical
timeline that indicates that God created all
animals only 6,000 to 10,000 years ago. It
seems hard to imagine that a bone buried
for 65 million years would never have been
exposed to the minerals and conditions
needed for fossilization to take place.
Secondly, since it was not fossilized, how
could it stay in the ground for that long
without decaying? Even more amazing are
the red blood cells. It seems that there is no
possible way for something as extremely
delicate as red blood cells to survive for 65
million years! This evidence really seems to
support the idea that dinosaurs lived thou-
sands of years ago, instead of millions and
millions of years ago!

Evolutionary Scientists not
Excited about Creation
Scientists’ Claims

When evolutionists found out that creationists
were claiming that this discovery indicates
that dinosaurs did not live millions of years
ago, they claimed that only heme and not
globin (which is needed to form red blood
cells) was found in the bones. They said
that this distinction was important, because
they felt that heme could last millions of
years in an unfossilized bone, even if globin
could not.

Extra! Extra!

Red Blood Cells Found in Unfossilized T-rex Bone!
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Red blood cells contain a substance called
hemoglobin.     

This substance contains two ingredients:

1. Heme – which is iron.
2. Globin – which is a protein.

Dr. Schweitzer’s team became convinced that the T-rex bone contained heme.
The big question was whether or not it also contained globin, which would
indicate the presence of red blood cells.

To answer the question, scientists under Dr. Schweitzer’s direction injected lab
rats with the substance from the T-rex bone. If the bone contained only heme,
the rats immune system would not react to it.  However, if the substance also
contained globin, the rats would show a reaction.

What happened? After being injected, the lab rats did have a reaction, showing
that both heme and globin were present. That result indicates that Dr.
Schweitzer and her team did indeed find hemoglobin, which means red blood
cells, in an unfossilized T-rex bone!

Creationists not Satisfied

Even though the evolutionists claim they
found only heme in the dinosaur bone,
three major problems exist with the idea
that this dinosaur lived millions of years
ago:

1. How could an unfossilized bone survive
unchanged for millions of years?

2. Creation scientists believe that heme
absolutely could not survive in that bone
for 65 million years, even if it were carefully
preserved in a laboratory.

3. Dr. Schweitzer’s team originally tested
the bone sample for globin and had
concluded that there was, in fact, heme
and globin present. Both are found in red
blood cells.

All of this evidence strongly shows that
hemoglobin in this dinosaur bone could
not possibly last for 65 million years! This
evidence fits perfectly with the Bible when
it indicates that Earth is only thousands of
years old!

What are Red Blood Cells?

Testing for Red Blood Cells
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When ask people why they think that the earth is millions of years old, the most common
answer is that they believe that rock layers have been proven to be very old. The method
most often used for dating rocks is radioisotope dating. 

How Does Radioisotope Dating Work?

Imagine filling a glass with ice and then leaving
the room for fifteen minutes. When you return,
some of the ice will have melted into water.

Now, imagine entering a room and finding a glass of
water with just a little sliver of ice left.  By compar-
ing the amount of remaining ice to the amount of
water, you could guess that the cup had been sitting
there long enough for the ice to have melted.

That way of measuring time is very similar to the
process used in radioisotope dating. Rocks have
radioactive materials that decay into other materials
over time.

Does Radioisotope Dating Prove that Rocks are
Millions of Years Old?

For instance, in some rocks there is
radioactive material known as uranium.
Over time, uranium decays into lead. The
rate at which uranium decays into lead is
believed to be very constant. To find out the
age of a rock, you can compare the
amount of uranium and lead still present
and calculate how long it took for the lead
present in the rock to have decayed from
uranium. 

Uranium/lead is only one of several types
of radioisotope dating but the basic
method is unchanged. All is well with the
radioisotope dating world, right? Wrong!
Several assumptions are ignored that make
radioisotope dating inaccurate.

Why Does Radioisotope Dating Not Work?

When dating rocks, scientists often make many different unproven assumptions, such as:  
• what the rock was originally like,
• whether the rock changes at a constant rate over long periods of time,
• whether there is anything around the rock that would affect the minerals inside it. 
Those assumptions make dating rocks nothing more than a guessing game at best.
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In case after case, these dating methods have been proven wrong! When
Mount St. Helens erupted in May of 1980, it produced brand new rock in
its lava dome. When the rock was dated with radioisotope dating, it was
measured to be over 2 million years old (but at the time it was less than
20 years old)! 

An international team of creation
scientists formed a research
team to tackle the inaccuracy of
radioisotope dating. The name
of the project is RATE, which
stands for Radioisotopes and the
Age of The Earth. These scien-
tists have done cutting-edge

research to show why dating rocks produces inaccurate data. Christians do not need to
be intimidated when evolutionists say that radioisotope dating has proven rocks to be
millions of years old. Actually, the scientific evidence is showing otherwise. It is in
harmony with the Bible!

Mount St. Helens
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It is hard for most of us to accept the fact that someday each of us will die. We hate death
and so does God. Why then does He allow it? Well, remember, God created things perfect,
without death, pain, or suffering. Then God gave Adam a choice: to live the way He wanted
us to or to do things his own way. Very sadly, Adam chose the second option – and we have
followed in his footsteps, rebelled against God, and chosen to ignore God's ways. Death is
in the world because of the wages of our rebellion

"For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ
our Lord." – Romans 6:23

Believing in Millions of Years 
Does Not Fit with Romans
Many Christians claim to believe not only this verse from Romans but also something that
says exactly the opposite. They want to believe that the earth is very old and that the days of
the creation week were not really days but long periods of time. They say that during those
long periods of time--—way before God created Adam and Eve—animals, like dinosaurs
and others, roamed the earth. They want to believe both evolutionary scientists when they
say that the earth is billions of years old and the Bible when it indicates otherwise. That
desire gets them into theological trouble. If animals lived and died for millions of years
before Adam and Eve were created, then death came into the world long before mankind
even had a chance to sin. Death, therefore, could not be a result of Adam’s sin. However,
death before man cannot be because Romans says:

"Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death
passed upon all men, for that all have sinned." – Romans 5:12

The Bible makes it very clear that Adam and Eve’s sin caused death; it was not already a
part of the world when they were created. 

Millions of Years of Death

"O death, where is thy sting? O grave,
where is thy victory? The sting of
death is sin; and the strength of sin is
the law. But thanks be to God, which
giveth us the victory through our Lord
Jesus Christ." 

I Corinthians 15:55-57

Jesus’ Death on the Cross
As a matter of fact, the belief that there were millions of years of death before Adam and
Eve wipes out the reason for Jesus dying on the cross. Think about it! If death existed
before Adam sinned, then death is normal. It could not really be the penalty for sin. If it is
not the penalty for sin, what did the death of Jesus accomplish? Did He really pay the penalty
for our sin? Believing in the millions of years takes away the very reason Jesus died on the
cross. As it is, God calls us to come to know Him so we can spend an eternity with Him and
be free from the horrible effects of sin. 
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