
‘In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth"

This is a familiar phrase. Have you thought about what it really means? Yes, He really did create
everything! He put thought into making each plant, animal and human. Let’s look closely at the
verses in Genesis that explain God creating animals and humans.

Genesis 1:20-21 “And God said, Let the waters bring forth abundantly the mov-
ing creature that hath life, and fowl that may fly above the earth in the open
firmament of heaven. And God created great whales, and every living creature
that moveth, which the waters brought forth abundantly, after their kind, and
every winged fowl after his kind: and God saw that it was good.”

Genesis 1:24-25 “And God said, Let the earth bring forth the living creature
after his kind, cattle, and creeping thing, and beast of the earth after his kind:
and it was so. And God made the beast of the earth after his kind, and cattle
after their kind, and every thing that creepeth upon the earth after his kind:
and God saw that it was good.”

Genesis 1:26-27 “And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our like-
ness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of
the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping
thing that creepeth upon the earth. So God created man in his own image, in
the image of God created he him; male and female created he them.”

According to these scriptures there are 6 categories of living things that God created:
1. Sea Creatures- large and small 
2. Birds
3. Cattle- This word refers to not just cows but livestock (animals on a farm).
4. Creeping Things-All animals that crawl or creep on the ground.
5. Beasts-large and small wild animals
6. Mankind

Make a list of every animal that you can think of and place each
animal within one of the categories described in Genesis. 
Your List May Include:

5. Beasts
Lion
Monkey
Bear
Elk
Moose

6. Mankind 
Male and female

4. Creeping
Rat
Insects
Snake
Alligator

3. Cattle
Sheep
Cow
Pig
Goats

2. Birds
Blue Heron
Humming bird
Crow
Duck
Owl
Eagle

1. Sea creatures
Dolphin
Whales
Fish
Octopus
Sea slug
Clam
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What about Dinosaurs,
what category do they
fit in?

Mystery at McBane Manor 
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Every animal that you listed can fit into one of the categories described by
Genesis. There is no new kind of animal. God designed each type of animal
at the beginning of creation. God even planned out how He would make
mankind. 

Humans are God’s unique creation. We are the only creation that God
made in his own image, in His likeness. Notice that God did not say that
about the sea creatures or the wild beasts even though sometimes we
would like them to be like us! This is important to understand. It shows
us that we are very valuable and that we can have a relationship with God
because he gave us the ability to know Him.

Classification of Animals

Who am I?
Creation A: My type eats a variety of food 

from insects to fruit and frogs. 
Creation B: I grow to about an average of 6

feet in length.
Creation C: I can not see in the dark.

Classification means to organize things into groups. This makes it is easier to study and talk
about them. 

Let’s look at clothes buttons. Does your mother or grandmother have a
button collection? If so, ask if she’ll let you borrow them for this activity. If you don’t have real
buttons that you can use, draw or photocopy the picture of the buttons (below), cut them out
and arrange them in to groups that have the same qualities.

There are different ways to
group these buttons. How can
you group them? What character-
istics could you use?

You could group them by color,
loop or no loop, number of
holes, and the shape. Try to clas-
sify these buttons. Put them into
groups that have like qualities.
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This is similar to classifying animals. 
Now let’s look at some animals. How would you group these animals? Make a list. 
Find their similarities (things that are the same) and differences.

Tiger Hippo Mosquito Turtle Lion
Ostrich Beetle Toucan Giraffe Alligator
Elephant Spider Cheetah Snake

Can you answer these questions about the animals listed at the top of this page?

Here are some familiar ways that scientists group animals.

Which animals are large cats?
Which animals are birds?
Which animals are reptiles?
Which animals are insects?
Which animals are mammals? 

Giraffe, elephant, hippo, tiger, cheetah, lion
mosquito, beetle (a spider is not an insect)
alligator, turtle, snake
toucan, ostrich
lion, tiger, cheetah

1. Scientists begin to classify living things by first placing
them in a large category called a Kingdom. There is
one Kingdom represented in our list above. They are
all in the Kingdom Animalia. This means that they are
all animals.

Classification
Categories

Kingdom

Phylum

Class

Order

Family

Genius

Species

2. The next category is called a phylum (pronounced fy-lum)
This is a smaller group and members of certain
Phyla have certain qualities.

3. This grouping continues until a specific animal is given a 
‘species’ name.
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How a Scientist Classifies Animals

Creation A: I literally fly with my hands.

Creation B: I communicate with sonar.

Creation C: I am a mammal.

Bird qualities
Feathers
Beak
Give birth as eggs

Reptile qualities Mammal qualities Insect qualities
Scales Skin with hair Exoskeleton
Give birth as eggs Give live birth Six legs
Cold blooded Feed young milk Three body section

Who am I?
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Let’s look at the example of the western diamondback rattlesnake (Crotalus
atrox). The names seem strange because they are written in Latin:

Kingdom- Animalia
Phylum- Chordata
Class- Reptilia
Order- Squamata
Family- Viperidea
Genus- Crotalus
Species- Atrox

This process of classification can become very complicated
because there are so many living things all over the world.

Different biomes
include areas like:
Deserts (D)
Savanna (S)
Grasslands (G)
Scrub brushlands (Sc)
Mountains (M)
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Study the map.

Where are the different biomes located?

What type of biomes are found where you live?

What type of biomes are found in Africa?

Four different
types of forests

Tundra (T)
Tropical rain forests (TR)
Boreal forests (BF)
Temperate forest (TF)
Temperate rain 

forest (TRF)

jonathanPark book2  9/22/04  6:03 PM  Page 56



Animals and their Habitats

Animals are specifically suited for the environment that they live in. Some people call this ‘spe-
cialized’. Almost every nook and cranny of the world has some living creature that has filled it.
God gave man and animals the ability to "reproduce after its own kind" Genesis 1:25 and com-
manded them to multiply and ‘fill the earth’. 

What does it mean for an animal to be specialized?
It means that it lives in a certain place, eats certain things, and is used to a certain climate. 

God has designed the animal to fit and adapt into its environment. Adapt means to adjust as
needed. God designed each animal to be able to adjust to its environment. It is dependant on the
place it lives to provide its needs.

The earth has many biomes or areas for animals to live in. A biome is a large area of land that
has certain plants, animals, and climate conditions.

What’s the point?
It is important to understand how the animal and its habitat fit together. There is a pur-
pose and a direction. Evolutionists would say that the type of animal randomly, by chance
evolved the qualities necessary for it to survive in the environment. Creationists would
say that the animal’s ability to adapt to its environment is designed and purposed by God. 
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A tool to use to help you defend your faith is called a design argument. This means that
you can point out things in nature that are designed by God. They are amazing puzzle
pieces that fit perfectly together. Animals are specialized to live in their habitat. Without
these special attributes they would not be able to live.
Keep your eyes peeled for these design features!

How did that lion know where to go
to find a cow for his dinner? 
Lions and several other types of animals, have what is called
the Jacobson’s organ. It is named after the person who
discovered it. This design feature helps the lion find its food.
Jacobson’s organs are chemically sensitive nerve endings that
are found in two ‘pits’ on the inside of the roof of the mouth.
The lion lifts his upper lip and breathes in the air. This gives
the lion an extra sensitive sense of smell. You may have seen
your pet cat lift its upper lip and breathe. It is using the same
sense of extra smell.

How could that lion see in the middle of the night?
The Creator designed lions so they can see in the dark. Aside from large eyes, God also gave
them a very special design. Many other mammals and some fish have a design feature that is
called the tapetum lucidum. Have you ever seen the reflection in a cat, deer, or dog’s eyes when a
flashlight or car headlight shines on them? To help some animals see in the dark God invented a
special feature that is like a mirror in the eye. The tapetum lucidum, is a layered membrane
inside the back of the eye. When the dim light of darkness (even in darkness there is a little
light) enters the eye it is reflected again back into the retina (light absorbing part of the eye)
making it brighter, thus making the animal able to see in the dark. 

A true story:
There are many tribes of bush people in Tanzania, East Africa. They are called bush people because
they live in very remote far away places and some tribes make houses and fences out of the dry
bushes in the area that they live. Many have a language that sounds like clicking with the tongue
against the roof of your mouth. Two missionaries were visiting a tribe of bush people in Tanzania.
They were camping in a tent inside a bush family’s fenced compound. The fence was about 12 feet
high and encircled the house. At night, they bring their livestock inside the fence (goats and cows)
to protect them from being eaten. One night they slept soundly in the tent. In the morning they were
told a story about something that happened as they were sleeping. Someone saw a very large lion
silently jump over the 12 foot high fence and grab a cow in its jaws and jump
back over the fence and run away. The lion did not bother any
people; he just wanted a good cow for a meal. This is a great
example of the silent strength of the King of the Jungle. 
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Design Features

King of the Jungle—Lion
Location: Africa
Ability: leap 40feet in one pounce
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Other Special Features
Lions have more muscle and lighter bones than
other animals its size. This allows them to run
up to 40 miles per hour, jump 12 feet high,
and leap 40 feet in one pounce! God made its
claws so they can retract up into its paws
when it’s not using them. With the pads on
the bottom of its feet, it gives it the ability to
be very quiet when it sneaks up on prey.
Even though the lion can be very quiet, it
can also make a very loud noise – its roar can be heard up to 5 miles away! The lion
also has a specially designed tongue. It has spines that allow the lion to scrape the meat
off of bones. God has truly made the lion to be a mighty hunter!

More than a fashion statement!
Why does the lion have whiskers? Using their whiskers, lions can actually feel vibrations on the
ground or in the air. This helps them to get around at night. Using them as "feelers", whiskers
help the lion locate the "perfect bite" on their prey. These whiskers also trap scent particles that
help its Jacobson’s organ do its job of super-smell. Finally, whiskers display the lion’s mood.

Write two design features in
which the lion was made.

Special features:
The giraffe has several special features that make it unique. Each of these features is a
piece of the puzzle that makes it a whole giraffe. Kind of like the pattern on its fur!
Without one of these pieces the animal would not be able to live like it does. Because
of the giraffes amazing size, it has a unique system to pump its blood and to breathe.

Circulatory system (used to pump its blood)
- extra large heart needed to pump its blood up its long neck
- giraffe’s heart pumps blood 2 times as strong as most animals
- by the time the blood travels up the long neck, the blood pressure that arrives

at the giraffe’s brain is normal
- since the blood pressure is high through the rest of its body, God has given the

giraffe special skin to tolerate the pressure, especially in the bottom of its legs
- special valves in its neck to keep its blood pressure from bursting vessels or

damaging its brain when the giraffe bends over to get a drink of water

Respiratory system (used for breathing)
- extra large lungs
- breathes slowly so the air has time to travel up its long neck

Which has more bones in its neck a tiger, a bat, or a giraffe? (They each have the same number, 7)

What a long neck you
have Giraffe!
Location: Africa
Size: Neck up to 10 feet long
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Its beak is so large it appears that it would be too heavy for
the bird to fly or it would just tip over. This beak is made of

thin, lightweight material and has air pockets in side it. It uses its
beak for eating and attracting a mate. The toucan can turn his head
around, rest its beak on his back, and fold his tail up over its head when it sleeps!

The Keel-billed toucan is the national bird of Belize, South America. Its beak is specialized to
feed on a variety of tropical forest fruits, some insects, reptiles and bird eggs. They nest in
holes in trees, lay one to four eggs, and make a sound that resembles a frog.

Do ostriches really hide their heads in the sand? No, they do not.
Do you know the expression of having eyes bigger than your stomach?
Well the ostrich literally has eyes that are bigger than its brain! And
has two set of eyelids that protect its eyes. One set is similar to ours
and the other set blinks from the sides to keep out sand during
sand storms. Ostriches mostly eat plants but also some insects,
fruits, seeds, nuts, and small lizards. Ostriches can not fly, but
are specialized to run fast! It has very powerful legs, knees that
bend in the opposite direction as do humans knees, and two-toes on its
feet. All these qualities enable it to run about 45 miles per hour—that is the fastest two-
legged animal! It’s thought that ostriches can maintain top-speed for up to 30 minutes!

Special features:
- snorkel equipment -3 stomachs -natural water proof sunscreen.

The hippo’s snorkeling equipment includes eyes, nostrils, and ears that are on the top of its head
so that they can swim in the water with just the very top of their head out of the water. When they
do go under water their nostrils close, and their ears fold back to keep the water out.  

Hippopotamuses are part of the ungulate group of animals like cows. They chew their cud and
have more than one stomach. The stomachs are necessary to digest the plant material that they
eat and get all the possible nutrients. Hippos would not get enough nutrients if they did not have
three stomachs.

God has made hippos with natural sun-block. From their skin oozes a thick, oily liquid that
keeps it from getting sunburned. Not only that, but this sunscreen is waterproof!

Color me!

Don’t hide your head in the sand Ostrich!
Location: Africa, South America (Rhea), Australia (Emu)
Size: Up to nine feet tall and can weigh up to 350 pounds

Yes you can, Toucan!
Location: Tropical areas
Size: Best known for its large yellow,
orange, red, green and black beak.

The Hippo and Its
Snorkeling Equipment
Location: Africa
Ability: swim with their eyes,

ears, and nostrils above water.
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Use your communication skills to design a poster advertising Hippo sun-
block. Your advertisement must have:

Name
Why it’s necessary
How it was specially designed
Who made the product?

The elephants sophisticated trunk:
- is made with 40,000 muscles 
- its like a water bottle for holding water for when it is thirsty – it can

hold up to 4 gallons of water
- can suck up mud or dust and spray it onto the elephant to stay cool
- has two finger-like parts at the end to pick up things and use to eat
- is strong enough to lift a tree trunk, yet handy enough to pick a

blade of grass
- used for communicating

Every animal has a
way to keep them-

selves cool.

Dogs pant.

People sweat.

Elephants flap
their ears.

Did you think that elephants flapped their ears to fly in the air? Well, elephants flap their ears to
keep themselves cool. The air cools the blood vessels with in the ear; this lowers the elephant’s
body temperature. It works a bit like a radiator in a car.

Another way that the Creator designed the elephant to stay cool is its skin. Have you ever noticed
how wrinkly it is? When it sprays itself with water, it gets trapped in those wrinkles so it doesn’t
just roll of its back. When the water evaporates, it cools the elephant down.

Elephants also have incredible hearing. They can hear sounds that are much lower than we can.
They can also communicate over very long distances.

Have you ever looked at the big, flat feet of the elephant?
God has designed them with special elastic, spongy
cushions in their soles. This allows them to support
all their weight, and move quietly.

Tusks are an important tool for the elephant. They
use them to pry the bark off of trees, digging down
for roots, and they also use them as a defense. While
humans get two sets of teeth over their lifetime, God
has designed elephants to get six because of all the
rough things they eat !

Using your new knowledge about
Hippos, name two things that
show that God designed them.

My, what a big nose
you have Elephant!
Location: Africa, India
Size: Average weight is 6.6 tons
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Mystery at McBane Manor - part 2
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The snake’s scales:
- aren’t individual pieces like on a fish
- are made from hundreds of folds in their skin
- protect the snake like a set of armor
- this design allows the scales to stretch as the snake slithers

and moves
- this design also gives the snake traction like tread on a tire
The snake’s eyes:
- are covered by clear scales to protect its eyesight
The snake’s jaw:
- is made so that the lower jaw isn’t connected to the rest so

it can open wide to swallow large meals
The snake’s ribs:
- are made so that they can expand as they swallow their prey
The snake’s tongue:
- picks up dust particles and brings it inside its mouth, past the Jacobson’s organ to give the

snake a super sense of smell (Gen 3:14, "And the LORD God said unto the serpent, Because
thou hast done this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the field;
upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life:")

Test Your Rattlesnake Knowledge.

Do snakes ever blink their eyes? No. The rattlesnake has lidless eyes that are protected by a clear
outer skin layer. Its rattle is used to warn and scare off things that come near.

Answer true or false 

Answer:1. false 2. false 3. true 4. true

Creation A: I can eat 600 mosquitoes in
an hour.

Creation B: I can hold my breath 5-8
minutes at a time.

Creation C: I have 200 bones in my body.

My, what big teeth you have, Snake!
Habitat: Sea level to 7000ft. ranging 
from deserts to rocky hillsides, 
grassy meadows and forested areas.

Mozambique Cobra
One of the most amazing snakes is the
Mozambique Cobra. Its venom is strong
enough to cause instant blindness, and
even death in some cases. It has the
ability to spit this venom up to eight feet!

Rattle Snake
Rattle snakes can be very dangerous snakes.
The western diamondback can grow to over 7
feet long. It has heat-sensing pits in front of its
eyes that act basically as infrared sensors
allowing the snake to ‘see’ in the dark and
find any warm blooded prey. These pits help
to regulate the amount of venom that is
released in order to kill its prey.

1. Rattlesnakes have legs.
2. Rattlesnakes blink their eyes.
3. Rattlesnakes can ‘see’ in the dark.
4. Rattlesnakes are poisonous.
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Who am I?
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There have been estimates that there are over 36,000 different
species of spiders! Only about 30 of those are dangerous to
humans. God has made our world in such a wonderful balance,
and spiders play a large part of that. Without spiders, cock-
roaches, flies, and other pests would overtake our planet!

Spider webs:
- are made by liquid silk that is pumped into a special gland of the spider’s body

called a spinneret, that weaves the silk into these familiar shapes.
- are made in several different ways by different species of spiders. They make:

Spiders are not insects. Do you know why?

Triangle webs Orb webs Sheet webs Tangle webs

Spiders

Insects

One difference is that insects have six legs and spiders have eight legs.
Tarantulas are very interesting spiders and some people keep them as
pets. Sizes range from a fingernail to a dinner plate. They live in rain-
forests and deserts. They eat insects, rodents, and sometimes baby birds
and reptiles.

They catch their food by slowly creeping up to it and then quickly pouncing
on to the food and stick their hollow fangs into it and inject venom that
turns the insides of the prey into liquid! EEEWWW Don’t worry!! The
venom from most spiders can not kill people unless you are allergic to it.

Spitting Spiders
Some spiders have a creative way of catching prey that is too fast for it to catch. They can spit its
sticky venom to glue its victim in place!

Traps
Some spiders actually make traps so that their prey sets off a trip-line, yanking the insect up into
the air, left dangling at the spider’s mercy!

Tarantulas
There are tarantulas that throw the hairs of its abdomen or the back of its legs at its enemy. The
hairs stick to the enemy and cause them to itch or give them pain. Each hair is covered with tiny
sharp points.

Spider Hair
So why do most other spiders also have hair? In many cases those hairs are surrounded by very
sensitive nerves. This allows spiders to detect vibrations that are happening all around them to
protect them from danger, or help them detect their prey.

My, what hairy legs you
have Spider!

Amazing Spiders

8 legs, 2 body segments

6 legs, 3 body segments
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Compare the three arms

Creation C:

Answers

A batA dolphinA human

Let’s tell the world about the Creator!
Every animal is so unique. Make sure that you appreciate all created things. However, as a
human made in God’s image, we are so valuable to Him. You are the most valuable aspect of cre-
ation. Christ made the ultimate sacrifice for you. He paid your penalty, which is death, for sin.
Animals where not given that opportunity. He did not need to be crucified for the choice animals
made but only for man’s choice. This awesome and amazing Creator chose to love you. It is
important for us to "go ye therefore, and teach all nations" (Matthew 28:19) of this good news.
Have you thought about being a missionary when you grow up? It can be around the world, or
right now in your neighborhood!

Now, list similarities and differences between
the different arms in the diagram. After you
know what type of living things that the mystery
creations are, answer the following question:

What are the purposes of each type of arm
design?

(The purposes are very different and specif-
ic. One is for flying, one is for swimming and
the other is for hugging!) A similar design and
specific purpose points us to a creator who
designed it. 

Throughout this section of the study guide,
we've placed 3 Mystery Creations. These are
clues to help you discover the identity of each
of those animals if you haven't already figured
them out.
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Creation B:

Creation A:
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