
As you probably know, the Bible talks about a huge flood that covered the entire earth. It killed
all animals, plants, and people that were not on the ark that God instructed Noah to build. Why
would God bring such destruction to the earth?  Genesis 6:5-8 says, "And God saw that the

wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every
imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil

continually. And it repented the LORD that he had
made man on the earth, and it grieved him at his
heart. And the LORD said, I will destroy man
whom I have created from the face of the earth;

both man, and beast, and the creeping
thing, and the fowls of the air; for it

repenteth me that I have made
them. But Noah found grace in

the eyes of the LORD." Why
would God want Noah to build
such a huge boat?  It was so that
animal and human life would be
saved from the Flood.

Do you know how long the time of the flood lasted? Although it rained for forty days and nights,
Genesis 7:24 says that water prevailed on the earth for 150 days. It was months after that until
the water finally receded from the face of the earth. As a matter of fact, the total time for the
flood to come and then go away was just over one year!

What Happened to the Earth during the Flood?

Genesis tells us a few things that happened to the earth.  In
Genesis 7:11 we read, "In the six hundredth year of Noah's life,
in the second month, the seventeenth day of the month, the
same day were all the fountains of the great deep broken up,
and the windows of heaven were opened." This means two
things. First, fountains of water that were underground came up.
Second, earthquakes and possibly volcanoes may have exploded
in order to break up the earth's crust.  Scripture says that this
went on for five months. So much of the earth was broken up and
became a muddy mess.  As the waters began to drain away, things
that were broken up began to settle down.
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Blazing Star 

The Great Flood
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Petrification

It's common to find petrified wood.  Petrification of wood is a process that needs very specific
conditions:

First, a tree must be protected from decay.  This means that it must be buried quickly by mud. 

Second, water in the mud must have minerals
in it such as silica which is released when
water mixes with volcanic ash.

Third, because the wood is
spongy, it soaks up the mineral-
filled water. 

Wood soaking up water is like a kitchen sponge soaking up water.  A sponge is porous; it has
holes all over it.  When the sponge is dry, the holes soak up the water and the water fills it.  

Plants and Animals Can Also Be Called Fossils.

If these requirements are met, the growth of mineral crystals begins in the porous cell walls of
the wood. Eventually the silica replaces the wood cells, and the tree becomes preserved as a rock.

Wood can become different colors depending on the mineral that is replacing the cells of the
wood.  Colors of petrified wood can range from green, to brown, red, white, pink, and blue.

Fossils are remains or traces of plants and animals preserved in rock.  The process of becoming
a fossil starts when plants or animals are buried under a lot of heavy mud. Gradually, the soft
parts of the plants or animals rot away and the hard parts like teeth, bones, and shells become
like rock.

So What Happened to the Plants and Animals that Died During the
Flood?

Imagine what was happening during the flood. There were probably hurricanes, tidal waves, and
raging currents of water. These powerful water forces must've picked up huge amounts of rock
material, and animals and deposited them in huge piles all around the earth! Many of these ani-
mals became preserved in the layers of soil in which they were buried. The flood provided the
conditions necessary for plants and animals to become petrified or fossilized. (A petrified organ-
ism is one whose cells have been replaced with minerals. A fossil is any evidence of life that has
been preserved in rock.)

Wood
Cell

Notice how the
porous wood is
just like a
sponge.
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Activity:  Making Your Own Fossil Replicas

Types of Fossils

What conditions are best for the making of a fossil?

Will a lizard buried by mud or a fish left exposed on a riverbank be more likely to become a
fossil? Why?

Sometimes when you go to a museum and see dinosaur bones or other fossils, they are not the
actual fossil. Since they want to protect the valuable fossils, they place copies of those fossils on
display called fossil replicas. Now you have your own chance to make fossil replicas:

To do this activity you will need:
Plaster of Paris
A shallow or disposable pie tin
Clay
Objects that you want to fossilize

Follow this procedure:
Press a 1/4 inch layer of clay into the bottom of the pie tin.  (Mud that is the consistency of clay
can also work in place of clay.)  Gently but firmly press several objects into the clay so that they
leave an imprint in the clay.  Shells, ferns, bones, and other such objects work well.

Next, remove the objects from the clay, and then leave the clay to dry overnight.  

When the clay is dry, mix about two cups of Plaster of Paris following the directions given on the
package.  Pour the mixture into the pie tin over the impressions in the clay, and let the plaster
harden.  

When it is no longer damp to the touch, carefully peel away the pie tin and clay from the Plaster
of Paris and examine the fossil imprints you made!

The following list shows a number of names for different types of fossils.

1. Specimen  (an actual object of study)
2. Mold (an outline in rock)
3. Carbon film (a thin black carbon sheet that is

left from a flat living thing like a leaf or a fish)

4. Coprolite (fossilized animal droppings)
5. Track (an imprint of an animal footprint)
6. Burrow (a preserved nest or a trail of an

animal such as a worm would make)

SpecimenInside
Mold

Outside
Mold

Cast

Carbon
film

Coprolite Track

Burrow
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Evidence A: The Chinle formation is a rock layer that stretches through six western states.
It is a large layer of volcanic ash and mudstone.

A layer of rock covering such a large area shows scientists that there was a huge catastrophe that
stretched over a massive area.

Evidence B: At Ghost Ranch there are thousands of Coelophysis dinosaur fossils covered by
the Chinle formation.  Scientists working at the site believe those dinosaurs were killed by water.
It is interesting to notice that 

- many Coelophysis are buried in a jumbled mess
- these fossils look like they were deposited some-

where else, and then ripped-up and re-deposited
at Ghost Ranch

- some are buried in neck-wrenching positions
- some are buried facing in the same direction like

a current of water would have arranged them.

This evidence shows that lots of powerful water was involved in the burial of these dinosaurs.

Ghost Ranch evidences support that the Biblical flood really happened.

Evidence C:  Coelophysis fossils at Ghost Ranch show no signs of exposure or erosion.

This means that if the animals died and were left out in the open before being gradually buried,
they'd be a little worn. So instead, these fossils must have been buried quickly.

Evidence D: Lungfish have been found buried with the Coelophysis fossils.

Finding water-dwelling animals like lungfish mixed in with land-dwelling animals suggests that
there must have been a large amount of water that picked up animals from different places, and
mixed them all together.

Let's look for evidence!  Put on that investigative hat and we're off!

Evidence Location #1: A place called Ghost Ranch shows evidence of a flood.

Ghost Ranch is a ranch of 21,000 acres in New Mexico.  It
was originally called Piedra Lumbre (Shining Rock), but
over time because of legends from cattle rustlers and others
in the area, the name became Ghost Ranch.  Arthur and
Phoebe Pack gave the ranch to the Presbyterian Church in
1955.  Today it is a conference center with a museum and a
farm.  It became a place of interest for scientists when
thousands of Coelophysis dinosaur fossils (see picture)
were discovered there. To show that the flood talked about
in the Bible is true, it is helpful to find real evidence of the
Flood today.  Ghost Ranch offers some wonderful evidence.

Did Noah's Flood Really Happen?
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The Petrified Forest is located in Northern Arizona.  There
are thousands of beautifully colored petrified logs.  Do you
remember what petrified means?  The logs have completely
turned into rock.  Some of the trees are over 200 feet long
and 10 feet in diameter. The trees are not standing upright
but are lying on the ground.  This forest is very different
from a normal forest.  Most of the logs do not have branch-
es, bark, or roots. Another amazing thing you'll find here
are bees' nests and burrows.

So the ingredients to make the logs petrified were all there:  water, volcanic ash, and mud.
These are the ingredients that would be there during Noah's flood.

Evidence F: The logs do not have their branches, bark, or roots.

If the trees were growing where they were buried, and were slowly covered with soil, the branch-
es, roots, and bark should still be attached to the logs. It makes sense that if there was a flood,
as the water rushed by the trees, they would be uprooted and the branches and bark ripped off
by the strong water currents.

Evidence G: No Humus!

The drawing shows the layers
that you would find if you went
into a forest and began digging
a hole straight down.  This is
called a soil profile.  It shows
you what layers animals live in,
how far down the roots of a tree
will grow, and the types of soil
until you reach solid rock
called bedrock.

Since humus is found where trees grow in a forest and there is no humus, this suggests that the
trees did not grow where the petrified logs are found today.

What does it mean that there is no humus?  

Do you know what humus is? Humus is actually a layer of soil on the forest floor.  Humus is
made of tree parts, like leaves, needles, and bark which have fallen onto the ground under a
tree. The Petrified Forest is missing the layer of humus that should have been on the forest floor.

Evidence E: The logs are found in the Chinle rock layer just like at Ghost Ranch. There are
tons and tons of logs on top of the ground and that much and more buried in the ground!

Evidence Location #2:  Petrified Forest National Park, Arizona

Petrified Forest

soil profile

Bedrock

Substratum

Subsoil

Topsoil
Humus
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Activity:  Picture Hunt

1. Six logs floating up and down.
2. Layers of ash, branches, and bark
3. An elk

See if you can find the following
things in the picture.

The logs, which are now floating in the lake, float vertically (up and down) in the water.  One
end, the root end, is heavier than the top.  As they float for a while, they begin to get water-logged
and their bark is rubbed off, and the logs then sink, still straight up and down, to the bottom in a
standing position as if planted there.

Amazingly, different types of trees float longer than others.  The noble firs were the first trees to
sink down to the bottom of the lake, then the silver firs, then hemlock, and then others.  In the
meantime bark, branches, and ash were settling at the bottom with the logs creating different layers.

Can you observe the things above in the picture?

Mount St. Helen's 

On May 18, 1980 a catastrophic event happened at Mount St. Helen's in Washington State.  A
huge landslide and explosion of steam blasted out over Spirit Lake at the base of the mountain.
It made a water wave 860 feet high and blew down one million trees and deposited them into the
lake.  The blast ripped the trees out of the ground, leaving their roots and blowing off their
branches. 
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Yellowstone National Forest

Now, remember some of the qualities
you learned about the petrified logs:

Activity:  Reinterpreting an Evolutionary Story

According to what you have learned about Petrified Forest National Park and Mount St. Helen's,
reinterpret the petrified forest at Yellowstone through the eyes of a creation scientist by answer-
ing the following questions:

1. Are the petrified forests at Yellowstone like the one at the Petrified Forest National Park?
How are they the same?

2. Are the layers of Yellowstone's petrified forest similar to those layers of trees being made
at Mount St. Helen's?

3. Do the logs at the Petrified Forest, Yellowstone, and Mount St. Helen's have similar quali-
ties?  List two:

In Yellowstone there are petrified forests. The trees there at Specimen Ridge have been interpret-
ed through evolutionary glasses.  Some evolutionists claim that there are 27 layers of forests
buried in sediment.  That interpretation says that each layer of petrified logs was once a forest.
Over long periods of time the forest eventually died out and more sediment covered it over. Then
they believe that a new forest grew on top of the old one.   There are many layers - 50 in some
places, therefore, there were supposedly many different forests over thousands of years. So evo-
lutionists say that the trees grew where they are found today.

-Their roots were broken off at the ground level.
-Many of the trees are without bark or branches.
-The humus layer is missing in most areas.
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You can see that the amount of time in each table is very different.  According to our chart, it
took God 7 days to create all things, and it took evolution 4.5 billion years to evolve everything.
This is a huge conflict between evolution and the Bible's account of creation.

Fossilized beehives have been found in the petrified trees at the Petrified
Forest.  This is very exciting!!  This is important evidence in favor of creation.

Evolutionists believe that the Petrified Forest is about 220 million years old.
That would mean that the fossilized beehives are also that old since they

are found within the petrified trees.  The problem is that bees eat nec-
tar from flowering plants.

But looking at the timeline, flowering plants did not supposedly evolve until
after the time of the bees and the petrified trees.  So, what did the bees eat if

flowering plants did not evolve until more than 100 million years after the bees?

How did the bees survive without the food that they were designed to eat?  The
biblical account of creation makes much more sense than saying that bees
lived for millions of years without flowers!

Fossilized Beehives: So What about the Bees?

Time
4.5 billion
years ago

500 million
years ago

400 million
years ago

360-280 million
years ago

200 - 220
million years ago

220 million
years ago

220-100 million
years ago

100 million
years ago

About 65-1.65
million years ago

Today

Evolution Diagram

Happenings

Earth came into being

Small sea creatures

Fish

Amphibians

Insects, BEES,
firs and pines

Petrified Forest

Dinosaurs-reptiles

Flowering plants

Mammals/Mankind

Earthquakes and
volcanoes happen once
in a while.

Happenings

Heavens, Earth, Light

Firmament

Land, Plants, Trees

Sun,  Moon, Stars

Sea creatures and Birds

Creeping things,
and Beasts/Mankind

Rest

Sin/Death enters the world

The Flood, layers of the
earth made

Earthquakes and volca-
noes once in a while

Time
About 6000
years ago

Day 1

Day 2

Day 3

Day 4

Day 5

Day 6

Day 7

After creation

About 4,000
years ago

Today

Compare the creation and evolution timelines below for information about life and the earth's
early history.

Creation Diagram

Creation, Evolution, & Time

jonathanPark book2  7/9/08  4:44 PM  Page 72



73

Honeybees are social insects living in colonies.  There are
three distinctions of the bees that live in any colony.  The
Queen bee, the drones, and the worker bees.  The Queen
bee is the only fully developed female in the colony and is
the one who lays eggs.  She can lay about 1,200-3,000
eggs a day!

The drone bee's only purpose is to mate with the Queen.
If the colony is short on food, the drones are the first to be
kicked out of the nest!

Worker bees are the underdeveloped females.  There can
be 50,000-60,000 worker bees in a colony.  The workers
feed the Queen and the larvae, guard the entrance to the
nest, and collect nectar to make honey.

The Life and Times of Bees

Remarkably the fossilized nests are very similar to nests made by ground nesting
honeybees today.  Each nest has clusters of 15-30 cells.  Nests are made up of
layers of flask-shaped cells arranged in circular patterns.  Bees put one egg in
each cell, with pollen and resin to nourish the larvae that hatches from the egg.

Fossil nests have features that exist in bee nests today,
including spiral caps on the nests and a fancy arrangement
of plant pieces lining the inside of the nest cells.

Summary

Noah's Flood lasted about one year.  Most of what the earth looks like today happened during
Noah's Flood and shortly after.  The layers of sediment of the earth were laid down by the flood-
waters and buried animals and plants.  Ghost Ranch, Petrified National Forest, Yellowstone
National Park, and Mount St. Helen's all show evidence for the worldwide Flood of Noah.

Fossilized bees seem to be the same as bees are today.  This
makes sense because God created them and designed them
during the creation week.

Suppose you are a beekeeper working with a colony of bees.  You can observe some incredible
things that God designed for the honeybee.

- The workers bring back nectar in specialized honey-stomachs.
- They use highly complex dances to communicate to other bees the
location of nectar and flowers.
- Some worker bees use specialized mouth parts to make the wax for
the nest.
- The hexagonal (six-sided) shape of a honeycomb cell is the most
efficient shape for holding honey.  It uses less wax than other shapes.

What about the Fossilized Bee Nests?

The Incredible Design of the Honey Bee Society
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Evidence
for the
Flood

ACROSS

1 A recent volcano. 

5 Animals that live in colonies. 

8 A process that changes wood cells into rock.

10 A type of dinosaur fossil. 

11 A place where evidence for the Flood is
found.

DOWN

2 A mineral found in volcanic ash. 

3 A place where there are many layers of trees
on top of each other. 

4 The amount of time that Noah’s Flood lasted.

6 Fossilized animal droppings. 

7 A rock layer that stretches over 6 states. 

9 Comes out of a volcano.

Crossword Puzzle

Puzzle Answer
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I Corinthians 15:58:  "Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not in vain in
the Lord."

Romans 5:3-5:  "And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation
worketh patience; and patience, experience; and experience, hope:  And hope maketh not
ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is
given unto us."

God has graciously given His people promises written in the Bible that we can remember when
things are difficult.  He is constantly encouraging us in the Psalms to think of Him in extra spe-
cial ways. One special way God tells us to think of Him is as our Rock. Another special way we
can think about God is as our Stronghold. These special names about God teach us to think
about Him in times of hardship and difficulty.  We learn to think about God in the pleasant times
of life and in the not so pleasant times, too.

Do you have times that you think are difficult?  Do you ever wonder why God has allowed hard-
ship?  Have you ever wondered about why God lets there be difficult and evil things happening
around us?

God has allowed hard things and evil in this world for many reasons.  One reason is that He
wanted people to understand what they are really like on the inside. He also wanted people to
see how desperately they need to be free from the power of sin working within them.  He wants
people to learn how much their sin offends Him.  In the time of the Great Flood of Noah, God
tells us in the Bible "evil abounded", and it was an offense to Him. However, God tells us that He
had mercy on Noah and his family by giving them the plan for an ark that He would use to save
them from the judgment on evil and sin that the Flood was going to be.  In Genesis we learn that
He did exactly what He planned.

Bible Lesson
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Since God has saved us from experiencing the destruction and judgment that our sins honestly
deserved, we could say Jesus Christ is like our Ark of Salvation. Since God has rescued us from
the power of sin and sent the Holy Spirit to be our new source of power over any sin, we could
say that Christ is also like our Rock of strength or power. A stronghold in Bible days was a place
where people went to be safe from their enemies. We who know the reality of Jesus Christ under-
stand that we can always go to Him in our times of trouble or hardship and be safe and secure in
His Presence and care for us. We can even be steady and unmovable in the work that Christ has
called us to do and in the trails of life because we know Him, our Rock and our Stronghold, who
is also our Savior.

We learn from the Bible that God's plan for accomplishing these goals all centered on the life
and death of Jesus Christ.  God has told us in the Gospel that Jesus did everything God wanted
Him to do.  This perfect obedience to God even included suffering a horrible death on a Roman
cross as a substitute for each of us.  This means that Jesus took our sins upon Himself and suf-
fered the judgment for them that we ought to have experienced.  We understand that the
Heavenly Father forgave us for our sins when He looked at Jesus suffering the punishment for
them that we should have suffered. We understand that God also told us that we are right with
Him because of Christ's sufferings in our place.  This is how God dealt with the offense of our
sins.  Yet, His plan included more than this.  God even sent His Holy Spirit as a gift to live in us as
our source of power over sin. Amazed, we learn in the Gospel that God did even more for us and
changed our hearts by the power of the Holy Spirit working in us so that we can love Him and
the people, ideas, and things He loves!

Even after the Great Flood, God continued to allow hard things and evil in the world. He still
wanted people like us to see what we are really like in our hearts and to understand our need
for a Savior to free us from the power of sin that works within us.  Sin and evil still offend God
today and this offense always has to be dealt with.   In His great mercy, God has given us the
understanding of His plan to deal with the offense that our sins of any size have been to Him.  It
is in the Bible that we also learn that although God must deal with our sinfulness and the offense
it brings Him, He chose to have mercy on us and to save us from the judgment that our sins
deserve.  His kind intention towards His people also included freeing us from the power of sin
that works within us. 

Knowing Christ as our Ark of Salvation, our Rock of
strength over any sin, and our Stronghold in times of
temptation and trouble gives us thankful hearts to God
who has been so kind and generous to us.  It also gives
us hearts full of joy and love to know that God has
loved us so mightily and that He created us and the
world we live in for His pleasure, honor, and glory!
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