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Anthropology

Anthropology is the study of human nature, human society, and human past.
Anthropologists try to make a picture of a people's way of life and bring
together social, religious, economic, political, and linguistic parts. 

Cultural anthropology, biological anthropology, linguistic anthropology, and
archaeology are all parts of the general field of anthropology.

This is the Biblical account of where the languages of the earth came from. Put your-
self into this story. Can you imagine what it would be like to be building something
and communicating one minute and then the next minute you do not understand any
one around you? It would sound like babble. All work would stop because no one
would know what anyone was saying.

Part 1

The Temple of the Moon Where did all the languages of the world come from?

The Bible gives us the answer to this question.

Gen 11:1-9 - "1And the whole earth was of one language, and
of one speech. 

2And it came to pass, as they journeyed from the east, that
they found a plain in the land of Shinar; and they dwelt there. 

3And they said one to another, Go to, let us make brick, and
burn them thoroughly. And they had brick for stone, and slime
had they for morter. 

4And they said, Go to, let us build us a city and a tower,
whose top may reach unto heaven; and let us make us a name, lest we be scattered
abroad upon the face of the whole earth. 

5And the LORD came down to see the city and the tower, which the children of men
builded. 

6And the LORD said, Behold, the people is one, and they have all one lan-
guage; and this they begin to do: and now nothing will be restrained
from them, which they have imagined to do. 

7Go to, let us go down, and there confound their language, that
they may not understand one another's speech. 

8So the LORD scattered them abroad from thence upon the
face of all the earth: and they left off to build the city. 

9Therefore is the name of it called Babel; because
the LORD did there confound the language of all the
earth: and from thence did the LORD scatter them
abroad upon the face of all the earth."
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At Babel, not only were languages born, but also nations and cultures. Many believe
that family groups would have spoken the same language. Because they could not
understand other family groups, they decided to move away and find their own place
to live. They would have scattered throughout the earth.

Families isolated from others would begin to show their own unique genetic traits. A
genetic trait is like your eye color or shape of face or whether or not you can curl
your tongue. Your genes decide what you are going to look like.

Brown eye color is dominate over blue.
Which trait is most present in your family?

Which trait did most of your family have?

Attached Unattached
Free to Flop

Person Ear lobe type
Mother
Father
Sister(s)
Brother(s)
Yourself

Let's do one more genetic trait, tongue curling. Do your family members have the
ability to curl their tongue as they stick it out? Believe it or not, this is a genetic trait!

Fill in the chart using 'T' for no tongue curling and 't' for tongue curling:

Exploring genetic traits

What color of eyes does most of your family have?

This is the prominent eye-color trait in your family. Brown eye color is dominate
over blue eye color. The 'B' (brown) overshadows the color 'b'
(blue). However, if all of your entire family has blue eyes, then the blue eye color
trait has become the prominent color. If you marry a person who has blue eyes and
you have blue eyes, then your children will also have blue eyes.

Person Eye color
Mother
Father
Sister(s)
Brother(s)
Yourself

What color are your parents', brothers', or sisters' eyes? Fill out the chart using
abbreviations such as 'b' for blue and 'B' for brown and 'g' for green.

Let's look at another genetic trait -- ear lobes. The dominate ear lobe structure is the
kind that is unattached or free to flop. The other type is attached.

Fill in the chart for your family with 'F' for free and 'f' for attached:

No tongue curling Tongue curling

Person Tongue curl?
Mother
Father
Sister(s)
Brother(s)
Yourself
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In a small population, such as a family, it is easy to see that certain traits can
become more common than others. This is similar to how nations and cultures were
formed as family language groups moved away from Babel and became isolated from
other groups. As the families grew and inbred, distinctive characteristics of skin
color, height, hair texture, facial features, temperament and other characteristics
became known as the traits of
nations or tribes that we
have today.

This is
how we can some-
times distinguish between
groups of people and nations -- by
their appearance. Norwegians typically have fair skin, blonde hair, and light colored
eyes. Asians typically have dark straight hair, dark eyes, and medium colored skin.
East Africans typically have dark curly hair, dark skin, and dark eyes. 

These nations have come to look a certain way because their family group migrated
away from Babel toward their own area of the world. And because they stuck togeth-
er, they shared common traits, and their appearance resembled each other.

Let's look more closely at language.

There are over 6,000 distinct languages that can be traced back to a few older lan-
guage stocks. It is difficult for those who study languages to find the original family
stock. Linguists look for similarities among the languages to find a common origin.
Look at the following examples:

Slavic
Russian Voda
Polish Woda
Czech Voda

Germanic
English Water
German Wasser
Danish Vand

How does a tongue curl relate to nations of the world?

You can see that the word for 'water' is very similar in each group, but when you
look at Germanic and compare it with Slavic it is not so similar.

95% of the world speaks only 13 different languages. The languages are:
Mandarin Chinese Bengali Korean
English Portuguese Hindi
Malay-Indonesian Spanish French
Russian Japanese Arabic
German
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This writing is an example of
Arabic writing. Some of you may
have never seen Arabic before. It
is a beautiful script and appears
rather complicated to our eyes.

New languages can also be created. A great
example of this is the invention of sign lan-
guage. It was first invented in the 1600s by
Juan Pablo de Bonet who sat down and used
his intelligence to invent a new language.

Languages also borrow words from
other languages increasing their
vocabulary and their complexity.

Decrease in Complexity

Languages Have Changed Over Time

Modern English
Translation

grass
happy

house of worship
lady
love

mother

Old English was used about 600 - 1100 AD. English is a Germanic language from the
Indo European stock. Some Old English and Modern English words are listed below:

By themselves, languages tend to deteriorate. 

Think about what's been happening to English over the last 200 years. People just
naturally simplify the way they say things.

Think about the word "you" in our modern English. A long time ago, if you wanted
to call a person - you would have used the words "thou" or "thee". If you wanted to
call a group of people, you would have used the words "ye" or "you". We have
dropped these older words from how we speak today.

Increase in Complexity

While some words or grammar has been lost,
other words have been added. For example,
English has increased its vocabulary by adding words
needed to communicate about technology. The words 'cell
phone' and 'web site' were not in our vocabulary until a few
years ago. Most Americans only use 800 to 1000 words in
everyday conversation. A college student at graduation knows
about 20,000-30,000 words, which are less than 2% of all
English words!!

The general rule for languages is that they'll usually deteriorate when left alone – but
they can increase when words are borrowed, or when a group of people invest energy
and a plan to construct language rules or make new words. Overall, some linguists
agree that the addition of language, and the deterioration of language, has resulted
in equilibrium -- the level of complexity has remained the same and consistent.

You can see how much
English has changed
over time. How do you
think that it might
change in the future?
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Over history, it looks as if the level of complexity in language has remained the same
and consistent. It seems that languages can change into other languages, but human
language as a whole never becomes more complex. 

This causes a problem for evolution. Since language does not increase in complexity,
but stays the same, how could language evolve from nothing to the complex lan-
guages we have today? That's more possible proof that languages were complex from
the very start, and that fits well with the Tower of Babel account.

The Evidence Fits with the Biblical Account

Another thing that linguists have found is that languages can change into others very
rapidly. This also fits the Genesis account -- that there were several language stocks
created during Babel and that they adapted into the thousands of languages that we
have today.

How Does Evolution Explain
Language?

None of these theories even come close to explaining how man began speaking with
grammar – able to communicate complex ideas. Language not only communicates
everything our senses can taste, touch, smell, see and hear, but it also allows us to
express very complex concepts like love, hate, and jealousy. And that fits best with
the idea that language was given to man by their Creator!

Evolutionists think that language had to evolve from our animal ancestors. There are
several theories about how this might have happened:

Bow Wow

Psychedelic
Glossolalia
Hypothesis

Polygenesis
Theory

Marxist

Yo ee hoe

Anomynopedic (This means that the sound of the word
resembles what it means.)

The idea that prehistoric man started eating fungi that
gave them hallucinations, so they started uttering new
sounds that eventually evolved into language.

Many languages evolved at the same time
(Because apes may have evolved into humans in more
than one place they each invented their own language.)

Animal gestures evolved into speech 

Grunts that helped people coordinate group efforts

Part 2

Language Problems for Evolution The Temple of the Moon
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What do you think are some differences between humans and animals?

is the natural way a child
aquires their first language.

is the studying, reading, practicing,
and memorization of a language.

A child that is five or six years old can use over
16,000 words.

Interestingly, Toto, a famous African gray parrot in England, sounds
very human because it can pronounce words very clearly.  Like
humans, birds can produce complex sounds.  Birds and humans
share a layered system that uses tunes and dialects which are
controlled by the left side of the brain. Like children, young
birds have a stage called 'sub-song' which resembles the
babbling of a young child.  But Toto does not have a 'lan-
guage' as we understand it. 

Animals do not have the biological
structures for speech. They lack such
things as the tongue and the palate. 

For humans, hearing is more impor-
tant than sight for communication.
For apes, sight is more important than
hearing for communication.

Animals can communicate with each other in limited ways, but we have the unique
ability of speech. There are ways that we are “Made in God’s image” – our ability for
speech, relationship with God, and amazing creativity certainly sets us apart from the
animals. Though animals are valuable, it is important to understand that as
humankind 'made in God's image' we are God's special creation, more special than
any animal. God made our value real by dying for us on the cross.

Genesis 1:27 says, "27So God created man in his own image, in the
image of God created he him; male and female created he them."

Humans Learn Language in Two Ways: There are Important Differences Between 
Ape and Humans Communication.Acquisition Learning
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It has been discovered that certain parts of
the brain have been designed for language.
These two areas on the left side of the brain
were discovered by a couple of doctors who
had patients with brain damage.

Broca's area in the left hemisphere of the
brain is known for the formation of speech.
Wernicke's area is known as a place where
language is understood.

Humans Designed for Language

Broca’s
area

Wernicke’s
area

Obviously the brain is essential in forming and understanding language. Also, other
anatomical parts for producing speech are primarily found in humans rather than
any other animal. God has specially designed our voice box.

The winner is the player who reaches the Finish space
first. Congratulations! You have successfully completed
your first Anthropological Expedition.

This is a drawing of the
vocal structures found
in the throat of a
human. These structures
along with our lungs,
mouth, lips, tongue, and
brain enable us to form
words. All of these
structures must be fully
functioning and in place
in order for language to
be formed.

Only humans can produce
what is known as speech.
Surely this is part of what
makes humans 'in His
image'.

Larynx

Pharynx

How could the random chance of evolution produce
ALL of these necessary structures all at once?

How to Play Exploring Ancient Ruins.

Find a token around the house that will represent you as
a player, something small such as a bean, nut, or even a
dime. Up to four players can play at a time.

Place your tokens at the Start space on the game.

Roll a six-sided number cube to see who goes first. The
person with the highest number starts. Roll the number
cube at the beginning of each turn to decide the number
of squares to move.

Take turns in a clockwise direction. Each person follows
the directions on the space in which they land.

Wernicke’s
area
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They found
1800 burial
sites, 16 of
which they think
were of royal people.
The royal tomb of Queen
Puabi was found untouched. The
tomb had a chamber set at the bottom of a deep
"death pit". Her name is known by a seal found on
her body written in Sumerian, one of the oldest written languages. 

Queen
Puabi wore

a headdress of
gold leaves and

ribbons, lapis and
carnelian beads, gold

chokers, necklaces and ear-
rings. She was covered in
strings of beads made of

precious metals and semi-precious
stones and had rings on all her fingers.

Genesis 11:31 says, "And Terah took Abram his son, and
Lot the son of Haran his son's son, and Sarai his daughter-

in-law, his son Abram's wife;
and they went forth with them
from Ur of the Chaldees, to go

into the land of Canaan" 

To set the
scene of the
game, imagine
being a person
named C. Leonard
Woolley and team. They dis-
covered and excavated
the Royal Tombs of
Ur. Ur is known
as the birth-
place of
Abraham
of the
Bible.

Off to a
slow start.

Learn a
language.
Move to

5.

Learned
another

language. 
Move to 9

Found a
burial

ground.
Move to

12.

Found
pottery.
Move to

14.

Wrong
direction.
Go back to

10.

Skip a turn
to find

directions.

Found a
tunnel to
the tomb.
Move to

20.

Found a tunnel
to the temple.
Move to 27.

Discover
scrolls

supporting
Bible.

Move to
22.

Found
precious
stones. 

Move to 24.

Car trouble.
Move to

1.

Car trouble
again.

Move back
to 22.

Translating
a tablet.

Move ahead
to 28.Lost direction

again.
Move back

to 24.

Lost
direction.
Move back

to 12.

Snake Bite.
Go back

to hospital.

Hospital



6362

Many cultures throughout the world have legends in their history that give an
account of the story of the flood and the tower of Babel. The island of Hao, an
island in Polynesia, has a story about the tower of Babel and a god coming, break-
ing down the building and making them have diverse languages. This story was
passed down by their ancestors long before European missionaries could have
shared the story with them.

These other accounts of Babel may be shadows from the true account recorded in Genesis.
As the people spread out and began their own nations, they possibly would tell the story

in their own languages and
cultures. Over time, those
stories would begin to
change a little, and some
of the specifics would be
lost, but the basic story
would be similar.  The
Tower of Babel was a real
event - and now peoples
from all around the world
have those stories left-over
from their past.

The Sumerian epic "Enmerkar and the Lord of
Aratta" also gives an account similar to the happenings
at the tower of Babel.

Indian (Kaska) peoples have an account called
'History of Berosus' by Abydenus that locates Babel
at Babylon on the banks of the Euphrates river.

Quiche Mayas have a sacred book that narrates the
story of Babel.

A Chaldean legend says that the inhabitants of the
earth were proud of their own strength and size and
began to build a tower. God sent wind that ruined
the tower and introduced a diversity of languages --
they had spoken the same language before.

Tower of Babel Legends




