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Please Don't Squish that Jellyfish!

Have you ever been walking down an ocean beach and
come across what looks like a big blob of clear gel
lying on the sand? If so, you probably found what
remained of a jellyfish that accidentally washed up on
shore. And if you're like many visitors to the beach,
you may have even accidentally stepped on one! Yuk!

So what is a Jellyfish? Is it really a fish?

Starfish and jellyfish have sort of been misnamed. Neither of them are actually
fish, but fall into a category that also includes coral because of the way they develop.
This is a diagram of the way a jellyfish grows from an egg to an adult.

Red Menace - Part I
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What are jellyfish made of anyway? 

Make some Jell-O Jellyfish

To experience the texture of a jellyfish first-hand, follow
the directions on a box of Jell-O. The consistency of
this type of Jell-O is like the consistency of the gelatin-
like substance found in the bell of most jellyfish. 

There are many different types of jellyfish, ranging in size from the smallest, called
the Irukandji, which is 1 1/2 inches across, to the Lion's Mane jellyfish, that can
be up to 8 feet wide and have tentacles almost 200 feet long!

Jellyfish are made mostly of water, between 95-98%! Their body has two layers
and between the layers is a jelly-like substance. If a jellyfish washed ashore, the
water would disappear and the body of the jellyfish would flatten. 

Lion's Mane Jellyfish

Irukandji Jellyfish



38

The bell or sac is the body part that the jellyfish uses to swim.
Muscles around the rim of the sac squeeze it closed very quickly causing water to
shoot out like jet propulsion.

Sea Nettle

Even what appears to be a blob of jelly is a complicated, designed organism!!

Materials:

Water in a bathtub Balloon

Procedure:
• Fill a bathtub or large sink up with water. 
• Fill a balloon with water. (This is like the jelly filling its bell with water) 
• Squeeze the opening of the balloon shut by holding it with your fingers. 
• With that same hand push the balloon under the water, then let go of the balloon

and watch the water  push the balloon across the tub as it is released. This is
similar to how a jellyfish gets pushed through the water.

Jellyfish Design

What a swimmer!

Jellyfish Propulsion Activity
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Jellyfish get their
food by using their
harpoon stinging
cells called
nematocysts that are
found on their
tentacles.

The harpoon is trig-
gered by touch or
movement.

The man-made harpoon is very similar to the harpoon that God
made for the jellyfish!

Although they may appear to be harmless blobs of goo, many
types of jellyfish are actually extremely poisonous, even to

humans, and can sting you even after they've washed up on
shore. So if you just can't resist examining one you find on the

sand, poke it with a stick or something other than your fingers, espe-
cially if its tentacles are still attached!

This is a picture of a Sea Wasp or box jelly. The sting from
this type of jelly can kill a human very quickly.

What a hunter!

Don't Touch That Jelly!
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This is how the relationship works: The jellyfish
lets the algae come in and live inside its tissues,
providing it with both a sheltered "apart-
ment" and also with access to the one
thing it needs to produce its food ... sun-
light! The jellyfish does this by inverting
itself on the shallow bottom of the ocean
with its tentacles floating upward, enabling
the algae to get as much sunlight as possible.

Upside-down jellyfish

Some jellyfish find nourishment through their amazing symbiotic relationship with
algae. The word "symbiotic" means two animals living in harmony with each other
without hurting each other. 

Symbiotic Relationships: 

Then, after a "batch" has been made, the jelly-
fish releases a special chemical that signals the
algae to share some of its food with the jelly-
fish! What an amazing design! Does that sound
like an "evolutionary accident" to you? 

Man O' War fish: another symbiotic relationship.

These are very special fish that are called Man O' War
fish. They spend most of their time among the tentacles
of the Man O' War jellyfish! How do they survive? They
are immune to the sting of the jelly. They live among
the tentacles and clean up after the jelly. So the fish
gets food and housing while serving the jellyfish!
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Jellies move about the ocean not only through
jet propulsion but also by using the natural
ocean currents. There is lots of food for the
jellies to eat in the currents.

Many organisms in the ocean and on land do something very amazing. They can
make light! This ability is called Bioluminescence or florescence.

Bioluminescence

1. A way to scare away enemies with a flash of light
2. A lure to draw prey closer to be eaten
3. Attract a mate

Organisms that give off light

Purpose:

Shrimp
Squid
Fish

Jellyfish

In water

What a sailor!

What a light!

This deep sea Angler Fish uses its
bioluminescent lure to catch food.

Bio = life
Lumen = light

This fancy word means the making of
light by a living organism.

Fire flies
Glow worms

On land
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Think about that. An animal that can make its own light inside its body tissue.
Can you do that? As people, we have only invented a way to flip a switch to illuminate
a room. These animals have their own light switch inside their body.

A defense of shrimp is to vomit out a shining cloud of light. This type of biolumi-
nescence is to scare away the shrimp's enemies.

Did You Know?

This worm-looking creature is a jellyfish-like animal
called a siphonophor, (aren't you glad that word
wasn't on your last spelling quiz!). It is found 5,200
feet down in the ocean and has been recently dis-
covered. Its tentacles have little red lights that it can
turn on and use as lures to catch food.

The shrimp in your refrigerator may glow
in the dark. The USDA gets calls every year
from upset people who say that their imitation
crabmeat is glowing. This is from the bio-
luminescence present in the seafood.
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What an incredible example of design! Even though it is a relatively
"simple" creature, its incredible design and important relationship with other
creatures around it speaks of a carefully planned blueprint by a master
designer, rather than of a convenient accident!

After all this talk about jellyfish and bioluminescence what should we
remember?

1. Let your light shine!

Mathew 5:14-16 says “14Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot
be hid. 15Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick;
and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. 16Let your light so shine before men,
that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.”

We have a light inside us as well! Oh, it may not light up an actual room like physical
light, but it is even more important! Our light comes from God, the source of all light
in the world.

We need to show our spiritual "light" to those around us, so that they can see God's
love and truth. 

2. Jellyfish are not just blobs of jelly, but are ...

• Swimmers        • Hunters       • Sailors        • And Some Make Light
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Making a Jellyfish Model

Materials:

Coffee filter (cone or flat shape)
Colored string (become tentacles)
Floral wire 
Wire cutters
Hole punch

Instructions:
Punch at least 10 holes around the open bottom edge of the filter or as many as
you want. Cut different lengths of string. Thread a piece of string through each
hole. Tie the knot closest to the filter and let the long end dangle down. Cut the
same number and length of floral wire. Twist the wire around the string and bend
into any desired tentacle-like shape. Punch two holes at the top of the filter and
thread a string through in order to hang the jellyfish.
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Have you ever been to Wisconsin?

Even if you haven't, you've probably heard about
things they are famous for, like their cheese.
What you probably didn't know however, is that
Wisconsin is also home to a very important
discovery ... jellyfish fossils!

In central Wisconsin, near the town of Mosinee is a place called the Krukowski
Rock Quarry. A quarry is a place where large amounts of rock are dug out of the
ground or a hillside and used to build roads,
highways, houses, and many other things.
The Krukowski Quarry though, is no ordinary
rock pit! Large amounts of fossilized jellyfish
have been found there. 

Evolutionists say that these fossils
date back to the Cambrian period
of evolutionary history, but
Creationists believe these jellyfish
provided evidence for a worldwide
flood. But more on that later ....

Welcome to Wisconsin,
the land of cheese and
... jellyfish?

Greetings from Mosinee

Red Menace - Part II
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What are jellyfish doing in Wisconsin?

Why is a jellyfish fossil 
so important?

So how did fossils end up so far from the ocean?
Evolutionists think that millions of years
ago, this part of the United States was
near the equator, (the equator is the
invisible line around the center of
the earth), and that it was sur-
rounded by islands, lagoons, and
bays, resembling present-day
Florida. And it was heavily
populated with jellyfish.

It is amazing that jellyfish have been fossilized. Can you think of why?

Most of the fossils we find today come from what are called "hard-bodied" creatures,
or animals that had bones and teeth or a hard exterior. Because of these hard
parts of their structure, they fossilize easily due to their hearty nature. But jellyfish
are very different. These fossils are made from animals that have no hard bones
and are so fragile that they are nearly impossible to fossilize. In fact, Charles
Darwin once said "No organism wholly soft can be preserved." These fossils prove
that he was wrong.
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So how do jellyfish fossilize?

The evolutionary theory for the fossilization of the Jellyfish

Evolutionists believe that the fossils found
in the quarry are part of the Cambrian
layer, a time period that they claim
occurred about "500 million years ago".
They suggest that jellyfish swam into the
sandy shores of ancient Wisconsin as they
migrated, hunted for prey, and reproduced.
They then claim that strong tides, possibly
from storms, could have washed the jelly-
fish up on the shore, and because no natu-
ral predators had yet evolved to eat them,
the waves gradually buried them with
course sand and they fossilized. Creationists
believe, however, that all the evidence
points to something quite different! Let's go
to the quarry and examine the evidence!
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A Trip to the Quarry

Below is a key we'll be using as we examine what we find. The eyes will note what
we actually observe at the quarry, the mouth will point to what the evolutionists
say, and the star will give the creationist explanation. After we look at the initial
evidence, we'll go to a modern-day beach and find out what happens today. Ok,
ready?

Key:

If you have been to the beach you have probably
noticed birds such as seagulls eating things that
are washed up on the shore, maybe even one
picking at a dead or dehydrated jellyfish.

When animals wash up on the shore there is
usually another animal that will eat it before it
would have a chance to become a fossil.
Evolutionists believe that no predators had evolved
yet to eat the jellyfish, and so they simply laid on
the beach until they fossilized!

Perfectly preserved jellyfish fossils

No predators had evolved yet to eat them

Even if no predators, why didn't they

decay?

What we See

What Evolution Says

What Creationists Say

An example from the beach: Birds

Evidence #1
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Why this is good evidence for creationists:

Even assuming that there were no other predators present, there are three problems
with this evolutionary theory:

First, why didn't the jellyfish rapidly decay after lying
out on the beach instead of fossilizing - especially in
direct sunlight? 

Second, when a jellyfish washes up on a beach, it
pumps its bell in an attempt to get back to the water,
leaving behind little rings in the sand. There are no
rings around these fossils

Third, since a jellyfish is 96% water, it would dry out
and shrink if it lay out on the sand in the air. There is
no evidence that these jellyfish ever changed size. 

What does all this point to? It shows very rapid fossilization of the jellyfish. This is
excellent evidence for creation and the worldwide Flood! 
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Evidence #2

Fossils of jellyfish in rippled sand

Waves created the ripples as they washed the jellyfish up on the beach

Waves washing up on a beach won't create ripples

Have you ever built a sand castle on the beach and
watched the waves wash it away? Or stood in one place
on the sand as the waves wash back and forth over your
feet? As the waves come in there are ripples in the sand
and as the waves go back out the sand is smoothed out
again. Waves on a beach don't leave behind ripples.

An example from the Beach: Sand Castles

Evolutionists say that the jellyfish were washed up on shore and then many more
waves covered them with sand and they fossilized. HOWEVER, the jellyfish are
preserved in rippled sand. If they were gradually covered by many waves of sand,
there should be no ripples. 
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Evidence #3

An example from the beach: Sand Cave

Have you ever dug a big hole or cave in the sand? As you were digging did you
notice that the sand grains are not all the same as you dig down. There are layers
of colors and sizes of grains as you go down.

Fossilized jellyfish buried in 7 layers over 12 feet high

Created by one or more tropical storms -- possibly over
thousands of years

For jellyfish to have fossilized once was almost impossible,
but several times over thousands of years? Great evidence
for the flood 

These jellyfish were fossilized in coarse sand like the coarse sand you may have
found when digging a sand cave. When an animal is buried in coarse sand
compared to tiny silt, more oxygen comes in contact with the jellyfish, causing
faster decay. Evolutionists believe that these seven layers were possibly laid down
over thousands of years by many different storms, each time fossilizing a new layer
of jellyfish in the sand.

The only place where we see ripples that aren't
washed away is underwater. This implies that the
jellyfish didn't wash up on shore, but were deposited
and fossilized underwater. Also, the only way the
impression of a ripple can be fossilized is by
another layer of fine silt coming to rest on top of it.
This also can only happen rapidly underwater. 

Why ripples are great evidence for the Flood model:
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Why these layers are excellent evidence for creation:

The fossilized jellyfish found in Wisconsin are:

Meaning- The discovery of fossilized jellyfish has been a victory for creation
scientists! While evolutionists have had to readjust their theories to adapt to this
new evidence, creationists see how this once again substantiates the Bible's
account of a worldwide flood. While this jellyfish discovery fits perfectly with what
the creation model would expect, it doesn't fit with what the evolutionary theory
would predict. 

As we've already seen, it is almost impossible for a jellyfish to fossilize, especially
the way we find at the quarry. Any extended exposure to air, sun, or predators
would have made it impossible. It must be under exactly the right conditions:
rapidly and underwater. Because of this, to say these jellyfish might have fossilized
several times is unreasonable. It is much better evidence for a catastrophic,
worldwide flood that quickly laid down the layers of sediment, and fossilized the
jellyfish underwater.

Point 1 -

Perfectly

preserved

Point 3 -

Preserved

underwater

Point 2 -
Preserved inrippled sand

Point 4 -

Preserved in

one large-scale

event
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Animal Scramble

Cut out the squares of the picture and try to put them back in the correct
order. When the picture is together correctly you will be able to see what
type of jellyfish it is. 
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