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Evolution's Two-stroke Engine

Have you ever built or owned a model airplane that actually flies in the
air? If you have, it probably had a two-stroke engine that
enabled it to fly.

What is a two-stroke engine and how does it work?

A two-stroke engine is basically a smaller
version of the four-stroke engine you find in
cars and trucks. In a two-stroke engine, the
piston moves up for the first stroke. Then a
sparkplug fires, creating a small explosion,
driving the piston down again for the second
stroke, completing the revolution.

Evolutionists are always talking about animals changing into other animals, but
what do they say actually makes the changes?

Darwin's Fiery Mountain - Part I
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What are the two components that actually
make the evolution engine go? 
Two things called mutation and natural selection.

How do they work?
It is like a two-stroke engine. 
The upward stroke is mutations and the downward stroke is
natural selection. These two working together is what
supposedly makes evolution go.

Mutations are mistakes in an animal's genetic code.
The genetic code is the blueprint for how an animal will grow. 
There are four letters that are used to represent the genetic code (also called
DNA): they are A, C, T, and G.

This is part of a genetic code:

AAGGT

AAGGCT

Mutations: The first stroke in the evolutionary engine

Sometimes, a mistake occurs when a cell
makes a copy of its genetic code when it
reproduces. In the following copy from the
code above there is a mistake: 

Can you find the mistake?
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This is part of another genetic code:   

These are two copies of the code above. Which one has the mistake?

As you probably found, part of the code was left out; the second letter A. This mistake,
called a deletion, deviates from the original code and results in a mutation. 

Evolutionists believe that the right types of mistakes could actually change an
animal for the better. 

On the Galapagos Island you will find many interesting animals that evolutionists
use to support their theory.

What is the mistake?

GGACTC

GGAACTC

GGAACTC
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The Galapagos Islands

The Galapagos Islands are about 600 miles off the coast of Ecuador in South
America. They are well known because of Darwin's visit in the 1830's.

Darwin was on a ship named the H.M.S. Beagle, owned by the Queen of England
at that time. The purpose of the voyage was to explore the lower coast of South
America. Darwin was aboard the ship to learn about the animals and natural
resources along the journey. 

When Charles Darwin returned home he began to create his theory of
evolution. He was influenced by the finches (a type of bird) that he brought
back from the Galapagos and the other varieties of animals on the islands.

The Islands have a great variety and uniqueness that Darwin had
never seen before. There are scientists doing research on the islands
still today.
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Once a Block always a Block

Activity
"Building Blocks"

One of these blocks is very different than the others. Circle the different one.

What qualities make the
two blocks different?

Materials:
Paper Scissors Glue

Copy of these 'blocks'

Instructions:
Copy and cut out each block and place them into groups of like qualities. You
decide on the groups such as number of holes, shape, pattern etc. Write your
groups on a piece of paper and place each block under the group name. There
can be different ways to group your blocks. After you are happy with the way that
you have grouped them you can glue them to your page.

What qualities make the
two blocks the same?
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Now that you have categorized your blocks, think of them as one type of animal,
such as a wild rabbit. Rabbits can have many different colors, sizes, lengths of
hair, and whisker type. Like the blocks, animals like the rabbit have been placed
into categories.

The point is that there are many varieties of animals in a
kind but they are still the same animal. Once a block
always a block. Once a rabbit always a rabbit!

On the Galapagos Islands, there is a tortoise who belongs to the species group
called geochelone elephantopus.  Evolutionists have named 15 different types of
tortoises that belong to this group.

Can you observe some differences between these two tortoises?
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The 15 types of tortoises can be divided into two general types:

In the domed tortoises, the
front edge of the shell forms a
low line over the neck. 

In the saddle-backed tortoises,
the front edge arches high over the
neck.

Can you see this in the pictures?

domed and saddle-backed.

Each type looks a little different so evolutionists think that they are changing in
different ways. It is said that they are on the road to becoming a new evolved animal.

Now apply what you just learned about the blocks to the tortoises. Some have
hood shaped shells and some have saddle shaped shells. Does this mean they are
evolving into a different animal other than a tortoise? Explain your answer.

Remember, "once a block always a block."
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Evolutionists think that mutations are responsible for these changes.

Mutations

- mistakes made in the
genetic information of
the animal over time.

There is something wrong with the evolutionary engine!
The problem is that it is well documented that mutations are usually
bad for the animal, causing it harm.

However, evolutionists say that tons of good mutations made enough new
information to turn a single cell into a tortoise.

This is the first stroke of the
evolutionary engine.

When mistakes in the genetic information are seen, they actually
work in the opposite direction that the theory requires, which is to
make good mutations. Instead we almost always observe a loss of
information, resulting in harmful mutations.

The Evolutionary  Engine does not work!

Evolution's Engine Needs a Mechanic!
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What can actually be seen is that lions are lions and bears are bears. 

Oh My! We never see an animal like this!

We see animals with different colors and habits but we do not see an animal
becoming a different animal.

In Genesis chapter 1, verse 24 it says, "And God said, Let the earth
bring forth the living creature after his kind, cattle, and creeping
thing, and beast of the earth after his kind: and it was so."

God uses the phrase "after their kind" many times
throughout the creation story in Genesis. To us this
means that bears only make baby bears and lions only
make baby lions. A lion can not make a baby bear!
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Creationists say that the variety we see was already programmed into the DNA of
these tortoises. They are just showing different variations of the original kind
made by the Creator. It is very different than mutations. 

Even though these tortoises can vary and adapt, they are still tortoises. They do
not have the ability to slowly become a different animal.

The Master Mechanic makes no mistakes.
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Natural Selection and the Evolutionary Engine
The second stroke

Remember those finches Darwin brought back from the Galapagos?
This is what he observed:

Observe the beaks of the finches. What do you notice about the sizes and shapes?

The pictures show the varieties of finches, just like the varieties of blocks.

Evolutionists say that each beak type was made by mutation(s) and is possibly a
new species of finch. They believe this shows that the birds are evolving.
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This is where natural selection
comes in.

We do observe that Natural Selection does play a role in adaptation. It influences
variety that was pre-programmed into an animal. We also see how animals
showing bad mutation, such as a severely deformed beak, would not survive if it
could not eat its food. So natural selection allows this mutation to die out. So
Natural Selection works against evolutionary theory. It often keeps bad mutants
from surviving to pass on the mutation.

Some of the finches have adapted so

that they have long beaks. They are

better able to poke into holes to

retrieve grubs. This gives them an

advantage over the other finches.

According to evolutionary thought, if

grubs ever became the only food,

these finches would continue to live

while the others would eventually die

out. In this scenario nature selected

or chose the food source and so

chose the best suited beak type to eat

those grubs.

This is natural selection.
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The problem is when evolutionists claim that Natural Selection
helps direct mutations to slowly create new animals. We do not
observe this to be true!

What is a species anyway?

Recall the blocks. 
If you grouped the blocks in this manner:

A block classifier could give each little group of blocks a different species
name. However, when it comes to animals, different species are not supposed
to breed with each other.

If this block       and         this block bred together to make a new block,

a scientist may give this a new species name but the problem is that it is still a
block because the two original blocks bred together.

New block
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Evolutionists would give each of the finches with different beak types a different
species name. 'Species' does not mean that it is a new animal.

Just like the blocks above, Darwin's finches can breed together. This was observed
in a strong weather change in the 1970's and 1980's which caused the varieties of
finches to breed together. This shows that they are NOT new species!

So a 'species' should be defined as a group of animals that can not breed together
to make babies. However, often a new species is named because a new variety
is found. This is not a true species. It is also not evolution, but pre-designed
variety in a kind of animal.

Notice the sizes of beaks of these two birds. If these two finches bred together,
they may have a baby with a medium sized beak. This is designed variety.
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Finch beaks are sort of like flavors of ice cream!

There are many flavors of ice cream but no matter what the flavor it
is still ice cream. Do you have a favorite flavor of ice cream? 

I like this one... this
one... that one... and

that one also.

Well, the finches have a favorite food and beak shape. If their beak is large and
pointed their favorite food is seeds because their beak is the best for cracking
open seeds. If it is slender and pointed it is best for getting insects to eat.

No matter what the size and shape of the beak they are
still a finch adapted to eat and live where it is best suited.
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The Bottom Line

Since we do observe natural selection happening, the REAL PROBLEM is when
evolutionists use the small adaptations and new varieties to say that this is how
one animal actually becomes another animal. This is called macro-evolution and
it does not happen! It can not be observed.

The jump from small adaptations to one animal becoming a totally different
animal is unbridgeable.

There are some other interesting animals found on the Galapagos Islands of which
are also said to support evolution. Let's take a look.

The two stroke engine of evolution does not work. Mutations cause the engine to
move backwards and natural selection just helps an animal adapt to its surroundings
and gets rid of the bad mutations. The animals often show new varieties-not
species-- of animals that may be able to survive better.

Summary
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The Flightless Cormorant

Cormorants are found all around the world. God has designed them with webbed
feet, the end of their bill is hooked so that they can catch fish, and they are also
excellent swimmers. 

There is a type of cormorant that lives on the Galapagos
Islands that cannot fly. These birds still have wings, and they
use them to swim. God might have made the flightless
cormorant separately from the others with flight. 

However, it may also be that they may have simply lost their
ability to fly. This bird has adapted to become an excellent swimmer
and does not need to fly in order to survive.

Does this support evolution?

Remember that evolutionists say that a mutation must cause an animal
to be better. BUT if the cormorant simply lost its ability to fly, this is a
loss of information, not a gain. Again, this is backwards from
evolution.

Once again the evolutionary plane has crashed.

Darwin's Fiery Mountain - Part II
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The land iguana feed on prickly
pear cactus. They get most of their
water from the cactus - and can go
long periods of time without water.
They also burrow into the ground
to escape the heat.

The marine iguana feeds on algae
and seaweed found in the water.
They have become efficient
swimmers and move onto land to
warm themselves.

Land and marine dwelling iguanas are probably from the same created kind
because they can breed. That is good evidence that at one time these two iguanas
came from the same group. 

The Iguana



93

Why would the thought that 'marine and land iguanas came from a single type of
iguana' not be considered evolution?

It is variations that were already in their genes. God made the Iguana with the
ability to adapt to the water and to the land.

This shows God's wisdom to place design inside of design. Not only did He make
the iguana, but he designed the adaptations that they express.

Psalm 104 talks about all the wonderful varieties of animals that the Lord has
made. In verse 24 it says, "O LORD, how manifold are thy works! in wisdom hast
thou made them all: the earth is full of thy riches."
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Before Mount Saint Helens erupted, there were many
herds of elk that would move in and out of the area.
After the eruptions, many of the elk
returned to eat the new plant growth
and then began to have twins.
The rate that they were having
babies was one of the highest
ever seen. God designed it this
way so they could quickly
repopulate the devastated area.

Volcano disaster recovery

When Mount Saint Helen's erupted in 1980, it killed much of the forests, habitats
and animals living in the area. Many people thought that it would take a very long
time to recover. But in 20 years many of the original types of animals returned.
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Cumbre volcano on the island of Fernandina is an active volcano in the Galapagos.
It has erupted over 20 times since 1813. Many land iguanas, vegetation and other
animals' lives were lost in these eruptions. This volcano continues to be active
even over the last few decades.

These natural disasters that happen today give us clues about the huge world-wide
flood described in the Bible.

The Bible says that the Lord sent a world-destroying flood. All of the land-
dwelling, air breathing animals not in the ark were killed. The entire earth was
like the area around Fernandina and Mt. Saint Helen's, life mostly destroyed.

After the flood waters dried, God
told Noah and the animals to leave
the ark in Genesis 8:17, "Bring
forth with thee every living thing
that is with thee, of all flesh, both of
fowl, and of cattle, and of every
creeping thing that creepeth upon
the earth; that they may breed abun-
dantly in the earth, and be fruitful,
and multiply upon the earth."

It was God's will for the animals that were preserved on the ark to fill the earth
again. He created all the kinds with the ability to leave the ark, and spread out
around the world and adapt to their special environments.

We can observe from natural disasters
that it is possible for an area to recover
from devastation in a rather short
amount of time.
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GAME

What group do I fit in?

Reptile Mammal Bird

Draw a line from the picture of the animal to the group that it belongs to.
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