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Charles Darwin’s book, The Origin of Species,
published in 1859, pushed the theory of
evolution to the front of the scientific and
public world. At that time it was accepted by
some but rejected by most.

By the 1920’s however, the theory of evolution was becoming more accepted in
society. Many parents, nevertheless, wanted to protect their children from being
taught the theory in school, and so took legal action. 

As a result, laws were created that actually made it illegal to teach evolution in the
school systems. The Bulter Act was one of these laws, and was passed in the state
of Tennessee in 1925.

However, this law was quickly challenged by a
group called the ACLU, which stands for the
American Civil Liberties Union, and was taken
to court.

The case was called the Scopes Trial. A teacher named John
Scopes was on trial for teaching evolution, but instead of the case
focusing on teaching an illegal theory, it became about the two
worldviews of evolution and creation.

Darrow's Bluff
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Two Worldviews

A worldview is the way that a person sees or views the world. Not how they literally
see it with their eyes, such as one person thinking the earth looks round and
another believing it looks flat…

…but a worldview is what we believe and how we answer
basic questions like:

- How did we get here?

- Where did the earth come from? 

- What is the universe’s origin? 

Two of the foundations of a worldview:

-Belief about the 
origin of the world

-View of morality
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The earth was created by God
through His power as He spoke
it into existence.

The earth happened by chance
processes.

View of morality
Are there rules to live by?

A Biblical Christian world-
view says “yes,” God gave us
morality”-rules to live by that
are made to provide for and
protect us. Deuteronomy
7:11 says “Thou shalt there-
fore keep the commandments,
and the statutes, and the judg-
ments, which I command thee
this day, to do them.”

Evolution’s worldview says that
there are not really any rules
to live by, and that we must
make up our own. We can
change the rules when needed
to best fit the situation or
circumstance.

Creation worldview Evolution worldview

Creation worldview Evolution worldview

Belief about the origin of the world



100

John Scopes- the
teacher on trial for
teaching evolution

Clarence Darrow-the lawyer
for the American Civil
Liberties Union (ACLU) in
favor of evolution.

William Bryan-the
lawyer in favor of
creation.

Dayton, TN-the
town where it all
took place.

The trial was designed by the ACLU to become a
spectacle, like a Circus, hence the nickname “monkey
trial.” The evolutionists were portrayed as smart and
highly educated, while the Christians were made to
look like ignorant country people. Unfortunately, this
plot was in many ways successful through the spin
and publicity of radio and newspapers.

The Characters of the Trial

A closer look at the Scopes Trial
The Scopes Trial, also known as the “Scopes Monkey Trial” was a defining
moment in our society for many reasons. Let’s take a better look at the people and
the issues that were involved:
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The Science of the Trial

Vestigial Organs

Examples:

But for some, one persons junk is another’s treasure!

Appendix Tail bone 

Thymus
Gland      

Tonsils and
adenoids

Apemen Fossils

Scientists weren’t allowed to testify at the trial. So the judge excused the jurors,
and allowed the scientific evidence to be read into the court’s record.

Vestigial Organs Evidence

The first piece of evidence used by evolutionists in the trial was Vestigial Organs.
Vestigial Organs are structures in man or animals that are thought to have “no
use.” Evolutionists said these structures once had a purpose, but as an organism
evolved, the organ lost its purpose, creating “useless junk.”

The evidence brought out at the trial in favor of evolution:
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Scientists have now found that these “left-over” organs actually do have a purpose!

Conclusion of the Vestigial Organ evidence:
Again, it’s all about worldview. In Psalm 139:16, it says, “Thine eyes did see my substance,
yet being unperfect; and in thy book all my members were written, which in continu-
ance were fashioned, when as yet there was none of them.” If a person believes that
man was created by God in His image, then they will also believe that He didn’t
make man with any “extra or junk” parts, but that every part of our body has a
specific purpose, even if we don’t necessarily understand what it is. If a person
believes in evolution, however, then the human race itself is simply a collection of
“lucky mistakes” and there is no purpose or order for anything.

Appendix: Originally called “junk,” it is now known to be
part of the immune system.

Tailbone: Was said to be a “leftover” from our ancestors
(monkeys) that had tails, but we now know that it is very
import because it is where important muscles are hooked.

Tonsils and adenoids: Tonsils which are at the back of your
throat, and adenoids which are behind your nose, were both
thought to not have any purpose, but are now known to help
your body fight infections.

Thymus gland: A gland that is behind your sternum bone in
your chest, it was also thought to be useless, but it has been
found that it also helps your immune system, especially when
you are young.
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Apemen Fossils Evidence

Another piece of evidence used by evolutionists in
the Scopes trial was that of “Apemen Fossils.” This
refers to fossils that are thought to be Ape-like
humans that lived a very long time ago. Scientists
have made a “family tree” that tries to show how
humans evolved from apes.

A family tree is a chart that shows the many different people in your family’s history,
both who they were and where they were fit in time in your family. 

How far back can you make
your family tree go? Ask your
parents and your grandparents
to help you make a family tree.
Here is an example.
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There are four ape-man fossils supposedly in the human family tree that were
presented at the Scopes trial:

Piltdown Man

The “Piltdown Man” fossil is
comprised of the crushed skull of
a woman and a jaw bone that
supposedly resembles that of a
chimp.

Heidelberg Man

The “Heidelberg Man” is the
fossil of a skull that is supposedly
mostly human with some ape-
like features. Its jawbone, nose,
and teeth are unusually broad,
and massive in size and shape.
It is now known as Neanderthal
Man. Creation scientists believe
the evidence shows that it was
fully human.

However, it is now known that this
“fossil” was actually a practical
joke. It was no ape-man but was
a human skull and a chimp 
jawbone that were intentionally
put together and made to look
really old.
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This is a specific group of
fossils, the most famous of
which has been nicknamed
“Lucy” by scientists. Lucy is
supposedly mostly ape with
some human-like features, but
there is lots of disagreement
about this group of fossils. Many
scientists have become con-
vinced that it was simply an ape.

Java Man

The “Java Man” consists only of a
fossil of the top of a skull, two
teeth, and a leg bone (the femur).
The skull showed a large, far back
forehead and big heavy ridges
where the eyebrows would be like
an ape, but the leg and teeth
looked like a humans. There is
still much debate over the validity
of this fossil. It appears that the
fossils used for Java Man may not
have even come from the same
individual (they were found a
ways apart). Even some evolution-
ists don’t accept Java Man as an
ancestor to humans.

Australopithecus
(pronounced oss-trah-loh-PITH-ek-us)
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Have you ever seen a poster like this?  It may make human evolution look very
real, but BE CAREFUL! Remember that when you look at things like this, they are
just artists drawings of what evolutionists THINK that the fossils MIGHT have
looked like and are based on the assumption that man evolved in the first place.
This “evidence” has been created to support the evolutionary worldview. It is not
built on the actual evidence. REMEMBER also that an entire skeleton has never
been found, but only pieces. They have never discovered a half-man, half ape!

Evolutionists want you to think that
human evolution is a sure thing,
but the truth is that it is very
confusing and not “scientifically
sound” like TV and books make
it out to be. There is tons of
guessing that happens when giving
fossils the right names, putting the
right pieces together, and their ages.

Creationists have a strong case for the
unique creation of human beings. 

Conclusion of the “Apemen” evidence:
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End of the Scopes Trial

The trial ended with the evolutionist
lawyer Darrow making the
argument that evolution was
true and that the Christians
had no evidence to support
creation.

Bryan who was the Christian
lawyer was not even allowed to
make the case for creation or
make his closing statements.

After the trial, many Christians were embarrassed to admit any longer that they
were believers because of the way they were portrayed. However, in Mathew
10:32-33 it says: “Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I
confess also before my Father which is in heaven. But whosoever shall deny me before
men, him will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven.”

It is important to remain faithful to God even when it is hard or
seems embarrassing to do so. Faith is not based on things that
you can see. If it was, then faith would be easy and wouldn’t
really be faith at all! There is however, much science
that supports the Bible, and this helps to build up
our faith. It is essential that you know what this
evidence is so you can defend your faith when
someone challenges you.

What does this verse mean to you?
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-Vestigial organs like the appendix and tail bone do have a purpose.
-There is no such thing as an ape-man.
-Faith should not be based solely on the latest “scientific evidence.”
-It is important to learn how to defend your faith.

2. The last name of the teacher on trial
for teaching evolution.

3. How we see the world is called a
_____________.

5. One person’s trash is another person’s
____________.

6. Vestigial organs are also called
______.

7. Important muscles are hooked onto
this bone.

12. The state where the first law against
evolution was passed.

1. In 1925, this law made it illegal to
teach evolution.

4. The last name of the evolutionist
Lawyer.

8. Ape-(wo)man fake.

9. The fossil group of Lucy are actually
_____.

10. This organ helps the immune system.

11.  God’s ______ provide for us and
protect us.

Crossword Puzzle

Across Down
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6

7

8

9

1 0

1 1

1 2

Answer:
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