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Creation has a lot to tell us about God and ourselves. 

In the Bible, Job 12:7-9 says "7But ask now the beasts, and they
shall teach thee; and the fowls of the air, and they shall tell thee: 8Or
speak to the earth, and it shall teach thee: and the fishes of the sea
shall declare unto thee. 9Who knoweth not in all these that the hand
of the LORD hath wrought this?"

So we look to a particular mountain called Mount St. Helens in this
episode and ask what it can tell us about God and about our world.

‘Well since you are asking, I, Miss Mount
St. Helens, will tell you how I show God’s
power.’

Journey into the Blast Zone - Part I
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Mount St. Helens is located in the Cascade
Range, which stretches from British
Columbia, Canada to California.

The first place we can see God's power through Mount St. Helens is in an earth-
quake that took place in 1980!

It all started at 8:32am on May 18th ...

‘I got my name from an explorer
who sailed up the Columbia
River, Capt. Peter Vancouver who
named me after a friend, the
Baron Saint Helens.’
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On a quiet Sunday morning, western Washington residents were suddenly startled
by a 5.1 magnitude earthquake. Next, was a landslide of 3.3 billion cubic yards
from the top and insides of the mountain that fell into the valley below. It created
the largest landslide caught on film!

As the landslide moved down the side of the mountain, the volcanic pressure that
had been building under the surface was released. In 30 seconds, the explosion

burst out at full strength and
throughout the next three
minutes it tore down the side
of the mountain and through
the surrounding forest, killing
57 people and flattening 230
square miles up to 17 miles
away.

The second place we see God's power in Mount St. Helens is in the explosion! 

‘If one dump truck holds
30-40 cubic yards of dirt,
how many dump trucks of
dirt slid off the mountain?’
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And this brings us to the third way we see God's power through Mount St. Helens.
In it's ERUPTION!

This landslide and the sideways blasts are important because it points out how fast
the earth can change through a catastrophic event. This eruption also tells us
about how the earth came to look like what it does today.

This all helps us to better understand the worldwide flood that raged for a year
and shaped and reshaped every square mile of the earth's surface over and over.  

What followed the blast
was nine hours of vertical
eruption with 30 times the
energy of the sideways
blast, sending ash 60,000
feet into the sky and
throwing out about 30 feet
of ash on top of the land-
slide deposit.

In 3 1/2 minutes the mountain was
clearly changed - the top was gone,
the middle was hollowed out into
an open crater, and 234 square
miles of forest were destroyed.
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So what's the BIG DEAL about this volcano?

Why is the explosion at Mount St. Helens so important? Because it provides a lot
of evidence that supports the creation theory, and  particularly the ideas of a
young earth and the worldwide flood.

Let's take a look at 4 different evidences from the eruption of Mount St. Helens
that support the creation theory for the rapid catastrophic formation of the earth
as we see it today. The key to all of the evidence talked about here is the word
"rapid." Be sure to notice how many times we use this word! Things that happen
rapidly, shorten the amount of time needed for the earth's surface to change.

How could this happen?

Then the pyroclastic flows put
another 25 feet of sediment
on top.

First the landslide covered the
area with a huge amount of
material.

If you visited Mount St. Helens today, you would be able to see both really thin and
really thick layers of dirt. Each layer is different, both in color and texture,
because the contents of each are different. These are called sediment, and all this
variation is the result of Rapid Layering. When Mount St. Helens erupted, it created
both very small and very large layers of sediment in only one day, something once
thought to be impossible by evolutionists. Let's find out how this happened!

1. Rapid Layering

A pyroclastic what?
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A pyroclastic flow is a high-density mixture of broken rocks, pumice, ash, and hot
gases that move away from the vent at high speeds.

After these materials where blown 45,000 feet into the air they began to fall back to
the ground. As the gas disappeared into the
air, the other material began skipping along
the ground, sorting itself as it formed layer
after layer. Some layers are ultra-thin and
some are three feet thick. Scientists have
counted about 200 distinct layers.

Why is this important? 
Because it was once thought that it took many many years to make layers like the
ones that we see at this mountain. But, in fact we see some that were made in one
day!

Along with the many layers created by the explosion and
eruption of the mountain, there were also many canyons
carved by this catastrophe, some  in one day and others
over several months. Two such examples are Step Canyon
and Loowit Canyon. Both were carved out of 100 feet of
solid rock over a period of a few months following the
eruption. Creeks now flow through each and Step Canyon
is over 700 feet deep in some places!

Why is this important?
Creationists use this evidence to support the idea that the rapid processes at Mount
St. Helens can be compared to those that may have carved other canyons rapidly,
such as the Grand Canyon. In the past, the Grand Canyon was thought to have been
carved by river erosion over millions of years. However, because of such examples
as Step and Loowit canyons, some scientists are beginning to rethink that timetable!

2. Rapid Carving of Canyons
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Just like the explosion rapidly carved canyons and stripped the land of trees,
animals, soil, and other plants, just as rapidly has been the return of these things
back to the land!

Only 20 years after the eruption how have things recovered? This picture
illustrates the things that began to happen.

3. Rapid Recovery

The old plants were coming back
New plants coming in through birds and other animals
Gophers never left they just dug in and came out when it was over
Fish are reappearing
Tailed frogs appeared
Elk came back

What kinds of things can you observe from the drawing? Possible observations:

Journey into the Blast Zone - Part II
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The return of the Elk is particularly interesting. Usually Elk have one baby every
two or three years. At that rate it would take a l-o-n-g time to rebuild their
population. However, a curious thing happened after the eruption. As soon as the
elk moved back into the area, they started having twins or triplets every year! And
even though there were no longer any tall trees to provide the shade they needed
to stay cool, they changed their normal behavior and cool off by burying
themselves in the mud! 

This ability to adapt to changes in their surroundings
could be the same God-given mechanism that
allowed all the animals to rapidly re-populate the
earth after Noah's flood. 

Why is this important?
It was once thought that it could take over 100 years for the area around the
mountain to recover, but in only 20 years life was flourishing once again. This
supports the theory that the plants and animals could have multiplied and spread
out quickly after the worldwide flood.
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The fourth piece of evidence supporting the creation theory
is something that we observed after the dust settled from the
Mount St. Helens eruption. 

4. Rapid Deposit of Logs

Millions of trees were uprooted and knocked over like a
forest of toothpicks during the eruption. Many of the logs
were left to float in a huge log mat in Spirit Lake. Slowly they
became soaked with water and began to sink to the bottom,
some in a standing position because the root end got water-
logged first and dragged the tree down upright. About 20%
of the trees that sunk landed upright.

Then, as the sediment continued to fall into the lake, it
buried the bottoms of the standing logs, making them look
like they were planted in that spot.

This would look like an actual forest if it were above the
water!

Also, different types of trees sank faster
than others. Silver and Noble firs sank
before Douglas Firs, creating different
layers of forest on top of each other.
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Yellowstone

In Yellowstone National Park, there is a petrified forest having over 27 different
layers. The layers are like those at Mount St. Helens with a sediment layer, trees,
more sediment and then more trees. At Yellowstone, they are interpreted to mean
that there were 27 different forests growing at different times in history over
millions of years. Hey, but doesn't that layering sound familiar?

These are the things that you can observe at Yellowstone: the whole deposit was
made by something fast and strong. Half of the fossil trees at Yellowstone are
standing upright and appear to have actual soil sediment around their bases. None
of the trees have a complete root system as they would if they grew in the place
where they now stand.
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Get a set of play blocks. Imagine that the floor is the bottom of the lake. Place
three tall square rectangular blocks standing upright onto the carpet layer. This
represents the trees that have sunk to the bottom of the lake. Then lay flat
rectangular blocks that fit snugly around the bases of the "trees," making a
continuous layer. (See diagram.) This represents a sediment layer that has
sunk to the bottom of the lake. Now place three more trees on top of this layer,
which represents a new set of trees that have sunk to the bottom. Now place
another layer of flat rectangular blocks around the trees. Depending on how
many blocks you have you can make several layers in this manner. 

Through this illustration, you can imagine the sediment layers, tree layers, and
different heights of the trees as they would be at the bottom of Spirit Lake.

Illustration

Why is this important?
Until the recent example of the sinking logs in Spirit Lake, evolutionists claimed
that other similar examples were the result of millions of years of growth. The
rapid deposit of logs at the bottom of Spirit Lake provided more evidence to
support creationism, the flood of Noah, and the young earth concept! 

Most evolutionists deny the creationist interpretation of Yellowstone, but take a
look at the evidence presented. What do you think?

JP-bk5(new).qxd  6/5/07  6:28 PM  Page 58



59

Evolutionists' Arguments Against
the Creationists Claims:

1)  Many of the fossil trees at
Yellowstone have been buried
in sediments that come from
high-energy flows, not a calm
lake like Spirit Lake.

2) While 50% of the trees are
found upright at Yellowstone,
only 20% were deposited
upright at Spirit Lake.

3) Actual soil sediment have been
found around the trees indicating
that they grew there.

Creationist Response:

1) The high energy flows (fast and
strong) suggests a large
catastrophe.

2) Yellowstone and Mount St.
Helens are two different sites, so
the number of upright trees is
irrelevant.

3) Soil was probably transported
into place at Yellowstone just
like what we can see at Mount
St. Helens. So it doesn’t have to
mean the trees grew there.
Further, the trees at Yellowstone
don’t have the root systems like
we’d expect if they had grown in
place there.

Don't be Petrified!
When you visit Yellowstone National Park you will
find this petrified forest explained in the traditional
evolutionary manner, but what if it is ALL wrong? The
evidence found at Mount St. Helens suggests that the
Yellowstone petrified forest may not be a petrified
forest, trees that grew were they are now found, but
rather the aftermath of a much larger catastrophe
that happened in the past.

JP-bk5(new).qxd  6/5/07  6:28 PM  Page 59



60

Materials:

- Six sided number
cube

- Copy the game
board and chose a
small object as
your game piece.
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A river has been clogged by a log jam. Pretend that you are a gofer and have been
stranded on one end of the river and need to get to the other end where the food
is. Roll the number cube and jump the corresponding number of logs. Each log
has a letter on it:

If you land on a log with a D you are safe. If you land on a S or N, the log will
sink. You have three free lives, but the fourth time that you land on a Silver or
Noble log your game is over. One to four people can play at a time.

1. Begin play by rolling to see who goes first - highest roller starts.
2. Start at the left top of the game board. Going clockwise, each of the players rolls
the dice, and moves their game token the same number of logs to get to the end of
the log jam.
3. Each player starts off with 3 "lives". Each time you land on a
"sinking log" (a (S)pruce or (N)obel log) you loose a life. If a
player looses all three "lives", then they sink and are out of
the game!
4. If a player roles a 3, then they get to go again. If there
first roll landed them on a sinking log, they don't
loose a life.
5. If a player roles a 6, then after moving
6 logs ahead, they can then move any
other player to the next sinking log.
The other player losses a "life".
6. To win, a player must be the first
one to reach the end of the log jam!
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Remember that if the assumptions are false, the dating method will give false ages.
So how do you know the assumptions are right? By doing an experiment.

Dr. Steve Austin did just that. He did an experiment to test assumption #1. 

Setting up the experiment:

First he had to find a 'new-born' rock, one that had just come out of a mountain
in the form of hot lava like in the dome at Mount St. Helens. This would test
assumption #1 because at the time the rock was less than 15 years old.

A new-born rock is one that was liquid
rock coming up from beneath the
earth's crust that has hardened.

5. Dating a Lava Dome Rock

If the dating method works it would confirm our known
age of less than 15 years.

The Three Assumptions

1. That we know how much potassium and argon there  
was to begin with

2. That the rate potassium decays into argon stays the same.
3. That there has been no contamination in the rock sample.

Scientists test to see how old volcanic rocks are by using a method called
radioisotope dating. There are certain types of rocks that contain a radio active
material, such as potassium. This potassium slowly turns into argon. To find the
age of the rock, they measure how much potassium and how much argon is left.
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Next he sent it to a lab to find the amount of
potassium and argon in the rock. As the potassium
in the rock gets older it breaks down into argon,
so the lab will measure the amount of argon and

potassium in the rock, and we can
work backward to find the age of the
rock.

The lab sent back a range of numbers and then the scientists interpreted the
numbers to find an approximate age for the rock.

The range of numbers that Dr. Steve Austin got back for his rock gave dates from
350,000 years to 2.4 million years old.

Conclusions: The results of this experiment suggest that the dating method using
radioisotopes is very wrong, misleading, and confusing.

How can a rock of known age of about 15 years be tested with results of 350,000
- 2.4 million years? Only if something is wrong with the method for dating rocks.

By looking at the range of ages
for the rock, can you tell if this
is in favor of or against
assumption #1 being true?

If the dating method works there
should be little or NO argon in the
rock, thus giving us a very young age.
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Evolution’s Objections to Our Conclusions

Creation Rebuttal

Scientists who rely on these dating methods would disagree with our conclusions
in two ways:

Creationists would agree that you need sensitive tools for accurate measurements
but would also point out that one of the measurements that was reported (2.4
million) is in the range of the labs measurable parameters.

It is known that Dr. Austin's sample was as clean and was not contaminated.

-The lab the rock sample was sent to was not a lab that had tools sensitive enough
to measure the small amount of argon that would be present in a young-aged
rock. This would result in misleading numbers.

- The next argument would be that Dr. Steve Austin did not remove any parts of
the sample that were older than the young rock. This would yield an old age
instead of a young age.

“Oh my do I really look that old?”
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Why is this important?  

There are problems with the methods used to date rocks. Through an experiment,
it appears that one of the key assumptions of the method is false. This means that
the ages of rocks given by scientists may all be wrong; the rocks of the earth may
be much younger than the reported ages!!!! This supports the creation theory.

Hopefully you noticed how often the word 'rapid' was used in this episode. Mount
St. Helens is exceptional evidence that shows how quickly formations of the earth
can be made. It does not take thousands of years to carve a canyon or re-inhabit a
devastated area. God has designed the processes of nature to rapidly rejuvenate to
ensure life to the generations of creatures that He created.

Can you remember something about each thing we talked about?

Choose something in nature that you are interested in and ask it
to tell you something about itself and God as the scripture in
Job states. God can reveal himself to you through creation.
Write the things that you learn down in a journal.

Rapid layering
Rapid carving
Rapid recovery
Rapid deposition of logs
Methods of dating rocks

We discussed: 
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